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Looking Ahead  

 
It is true to say that most young people at 14 years old have little idea what career they want to follow.  

The options event is designed to be supportive and informative, meaning you can ask all the questions you need to help 

you make your choices. It is important to keep a balance in what is studied. Equally, it is important to ensure that you 

'keep doors open' now so that when you make further decisions at age 16, you have a full range of choices available.  

Some General Hints Before You Start!  

 
1. Do take note of all the advice that you will receive during the options event - don't make your choices until you've 

asked all the questions you need to.  

2. Do be guided by your teachers. It makes sense to choose:  

a) The courses you are good at  

b) The courses you will enjoy   

c) The courses you may need in the future.   

DO NOT choose a course just because a friend is doing it or because you like the teacher (the teacher may not be the 

one you are expecting!) 

We have shaped our curriculum for success at the end of Year 11, and we work hard to evaluate each course on offer. 

Recent reform has led to the formation of two types of qualification available at the end of Year 11.  

These are:  

 GCSEs – now graded 9 to 1 with grade 9 being the highest. These linear qualifications are based on between 

60% and 100% assessment by written examination. All the written exams are taken at the end of the course.  

 Technical Awards – graded pass, merit or distinction. These qualifications consist of approximately 25% external 

assessment with the remainder set as tasks completed in school. These include BTEC qualifications.  

It is important students consider the type of assessment when choosing a course. Many traditional GCSEs are now 100% 

written exam and for some students these do not always lead to the success we aspire to. It is better that students 

choose courses giving a mixture of assessment formats. We have, in some instances, chosen to offer a technical award 

qualification for a subject area instead of a GCSE. We know this will offer a better chance of success for students at all 

ability levels. We also know that both technical awards and GCSEs offer the same opportunities for progression onto 

Post 16 courses.  

It is important for some of our students to have the opportunity to take a language and a humanities (Geography and/or 

History) subject at GCSE (The English Baccalaureate). This is because higher education establishments and increasingly 

employers look for a broader, more academic core of subjects. Achievement of the English Baccalaureate is a reflection 

of this academic core of subjects which comprises English, mathematics, two sciences, a language and a humanities 

subject. 

We appreciate this is an important decision for our Year 9 students, please look at all the information available and most 

importantly ASK QUESTIONS.   

The options stated will only run if there are a viable number of students choosing to study that option. 
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What will I be studying during the next two years? 

Core: 
All students will undertake the following core curriculum at KS4. Details about each qualification can be found in this 
booklet. 
- English Literature GCSE  

- English Language GCSE  

- Maths GCSE  

- Double Award Science GCSE  

- RE GCSE  

- PSHE (not a qualification; compulsory during tutor period) 

- Core PE (not a qualification; compulsory)  
 

Options: 
Students are required to choose from the qualifications below; they will study one from each colour block.  

Details about each qualification are included in this booklet. In the yellow column are the subjects that you have 

already chosen and have studied during year 9. 

 

Health and Social 
Care - BTEC 

 Creative Media 
Production - 

BTEC 

  
Geography 

 

 

Sport - BTEC   
Art 

 

  
History 

 

Sociology   
French 

 

  
3D Design 

 

What do I need to know? 
The curriculum has been designed to enable each student to achieve an ‘Attainment 8’ score.  This is calculated by adding 

the total points achieved and then dividing by 10.  The visual below demonstrates how ‘Progress 8’ is constructed; we have 

to ensure a minimum of 8 eligible qualifications are taken, fulfilling the needs of the appropriate ‘pots’.  Regardless of the 

number of qualifications achieved, only 8 can be used.    

These are the new government measures which inform and compare the progress made by students from KS2.   The 

curriculum offer also provides the opportunity for the English Baccalaureate (‘EBacc’).  This is not a qualification, but a 

measure for the school of how many students achieve grade 4+ in English, maths, two sciences, a humanity subject and a 

language. 
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Art and Design- GCSE                                               Eduqas 

Art and Design is concerned with the visual world and how perceptions of it can be 
interpreted.  The course is designed to enable students to explore, interpret and 
present observations, ideas and feelings through the skilled use of a wide range 
of media.  Students will build upon knowledge of different kinds of art, both 
European and more ethnically diverse to appraise critically the work of a range of 
significant artists, making constructive use of the approaches used by these 
artists in their own work. The course is designed to encompass four principal 
areas for critical, practical and theoretical study of art, craft and design. These 
emphasise the qualities of analytical understanding, practical experimentation, 
researching and individual expression required at GCSE level.      
Graded from 9-1 
 

The assessment objective headings will be:  
 

AO1 Critical Understanding  
AO2 Creative Making 
AO3 Reflective Recording  
AO4 Personal Presentation.  
 

Component 1:   Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks - internally set, internally assessed and externally moderated.   
This component comprises a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to be based on internally set themes and subject 
matter developed from personal and/or given starting points.  Work will be selected, evaluated and presented for 
assessment by the student. Evidence is required of how the student has met each of the assessment objectives.  

Component 2:   Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks The 
Externally Set Assignment will be set by Eduqas and assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated.  
 

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:    
 

Part 1: Preparatory study period - light control 
Responding to the externally set assignment, covering all the Assessment Objectives 
along with ‘My Creative Statement’ sheet. 
 

Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work - exam conditions 
The resolution of the student’s ideas from the preparatory work must be completed 
during the designated 10 hours of sustained focus work  
 

Where can this qualification take me? 
With a GCSE in Fine Art you could study subjects such Fashion design,  Graphic design,  
Theatre designer,  Animator,  Video game designer, Illustrator,  Museum curator, 
Photographer,  Architecture,  Product design , Textiles design, Ceramics,  Advertising, 
Publishing,  Interior design,  Fashion and media journalism, Hair and make-up design, 
Retail design, Exhibition design, Jewellery design,  Artist , Visual media,  Teaching 
New technologies are creating a completely new range of courses where art is used in 
innovative ways. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Course contact: Mrs Rivers  

Why Art and Design? 
An Art GCSE can lead to 
Career opportunities in: 
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Three Dimensional Design - GCSE                       Eduqas 

What will I learn?   
Three-dimensional design is defined as the design, prototyping and 
modelling or making of primarily functional and aesthetic products, 
objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and 
practical skills. Students will build upon knowledge of different kinds of 
design, both European and more ethnically diverse, to appraise critically 
the work of a range of significant designers, making constructive use of 
these approaches in their own work..  
 

How will I be assessed?  
The assessment objective headings will be:     
AO1 Critical Understanding,   
 AO2 Creative Making,   
AO3 Reflective Recording  
AO4 Personal Presentation.  
 

Component 1:   Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks – 
Internally assessed and externally moderated.   This component comprises a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to 
be based on internally set themes and subject matter developed from personal and/or given starting points.  Work will be 
selected, evaluated and presented for assessment by the student. Evidence is required of how the student has met each 
of the assessment objectives.  
 

Component 2:   Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks The Externally Set Assignment will be set by 
Eduqas and  assessed by the teacher and externally moderated. It consists of two parts:     
 

Part 1: Preparatory study period - light control.  Responding to the externally set assignment, covering  all the Assessment 
Objectives along with ‘My Creative Statement’ sheet. 
Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work - exam conditions.  The resolution of the student’s ideas from the 
preparatory work must be completed during the designated 10 hours of sustained focus work.  
 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale.  
 

Why choose this subject? 
This course demands a considerable degree of personal involvement 
from candidates and should suit students with an interest in design 
skills and those who wish to widen their experience of the 
possibilities offered in a 3D design career.  As the briefs are so open 
to interpretation, if a student has a particular interest such as 
Architecture Product Design or Sculpture, then this can be included 
in order to gain experience and a portfolio for further development 
in the future. The course widens students’ perceptual abilities and 
innovation skills, which are transferrable skills to a multitude of 
future careers. Mind mapping, investigating, experimenting and 
inventing are all skills which are practiced weekly to enhance the 
student in all areas of their future.  
 

Where can this qualification take me? 
With a GCSE in Three Dimensional Design you could study subjects 

such as Architecture, Product Design, Interior Design, Set design, 

Visual Merchandising, Textiles, Jewellery Design, Silversmithing, 

Fashion Design, Furniture Design, Set Design, and Graphics. You can 

use the course as a stepping stone, equipping you with skills to 

continue the subject with confidence at AS, A level, college and beyond.                                         Course contact: Mrs Rivers 
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English Language and English Literature – GCSE 

Edexcel 

English Language  

Students will be assessed on 100% examination – one tier of entry. There are no coursework elements or Controlled 
Assessments. 
 
Students will sit two written examinations. 
Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing. In this paper students will be asked to analyse and evaluate an extract from a 19th 
century work of fiction. This examination is worth 40% of the total qualification and is 1 hour 45 minutes long.  
Paper 2:  Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing. In this paper students will be asked to analyse and evaluate two 
thematically-linked 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts. This examination is worth 60% of the total qualification and is 
two hours long.  
 
Both papers will assess reading and writing skills. 
 
Spoken Language will be reported on as part of the qualification; however, it will not form part of the final mark. 
 
 

English Literature 

Students will be assessed on 100% Examination – one tier of entry. There is no Coursework or Controlled Assessment. 
Students will sit two written examinations: 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and post-1914 Literature. This examination is worth 50% of the total qualification and is 1 hour 45 
minutes long. Students are required to analyse the language, structure and context of a Shakespeare play and a Post-1914 
play or novel. 
Paper 2:  19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789. This examination is worth 50% of the total qualification and is 2 hours, 
15 minutes long.  
Both papers are closed book examinations, which means that students are not permitted to bring their texts into the 
examination with them, so will need an excellent knowledge of plot, characters, settings and themes. They should also 
memorise key quotations from all texts. 
 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale 

 

Career Options 

For Post 16 study, students need to have attained at least a grade 4 
in English Language in order to enrol on Post 16 courses. Students 
studying these subjects will be equipped with the skills necessary to 
continue further study at Sixth Form/College in a wide range of 
subjects. Studying English will also enable all students to develop 
their communication skills, which will stand them in good stead for 
further study or employment in the work place.  
Careers could include journalism, law, media, education and PR. 

 

Course Contact: Ms Pitcher-Leigh 
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French GCSE - AQA 

Why choose this subject? 
Modern Foreign Language students work in almost all areas.  For example: in the media, the legal sector, advertising, sales 
and marketing, recruitment , international aid and development, the Civil Service as well as in the travel and tourism sector, 
interpreting and translation. The new AQA GCSE French course offers an excellent progression from Key Stage 3 and 
encourages learners to develop a passion for language learning by studying up to date topics of interest to young people 
today.  
 
GCSE French focuses on the development of all four language skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing and also 
provides students with a firm grounding in grammar to prepare them for further study.   Through the practical use of French 
in authentic Speaking and Listening contexts students learn to communicate effectively in the target language.  Upon 
completion of this course students should be able to talk about themselves as well as matters which go beyond their 
immediate experience.  They should be able to express and justify their own opinions in speech and in writing, building on 
the fluency and spontaneity developed in Key Stage 3.   The skill of translation will also be developed. 
 
Learning a language at GCSE is highly regarded by universities and the study of one language at GCSE can facilitate and help 
promote the learning of other languages.  The qualification may also add to the student’s employability profile.  Students 
will be able to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding in the world of work.  They will develop transferable skills 
that support higher education study, the transition to employment and foreign travel, together with an understanding and 
appreciation of Francophone countries and their cultures.  In addition to being able to communicate in French GCSE 
students will develop:  resilience, problem solving skills, analytical and memorisation techniques and attention to detail, 
communication and presentation skills, creativity, empathy and an interest in the wider world.    
 

What will I learn?   
Students study the following themes, some of which will be familiar from Key Stage 3.  Linguistic and cognitive demands 
will increase at GCSE allowing students to make progress: 
 

 How will my learning be assessed? 
• Paper 1: Listening: Examination 25%:  Foundation (35 mins)  / Higher (45mins) 
• Paper 2: Speaking: Examination 25%   Foundation (7-9 mins) / Higher (10-12 mins) 
• Paper 3: Reading : Examination 25%    Foundation (45 mins)  / Higher (1 hour) 
• Paper 4: Writing:   Examination 25%    Foundation (1 hour)   /  Higher (1 hour 15 mins) 

 

What grades can I achieve? 
Assessment takes place in all 4 skills at the end of Year 11. Students will be entered for either all Foundation tier exams 
(Grades 5-1) or all Higher tier exams (Grades 9-4).   
 

French links 
We are currently establishing links with the French town of St Hilaire de Riez in The Vendée through the Coleford 

Twinning Association. 

Course Contact: Mrs Temperton 

Theme 1: identity and culture: 
 
• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free-time activities 
• Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: local, national, international 
and global areas of interest: 
• Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 
• Social issues 
• Global issues 
• Travel and tourism 
 

Theme 3: current and future study 
and employment: 
• My studies 
• Life at school 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and ambitions 
• Travel and tourism 
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Geography GCSE – Edexcel (B)  

What will I learn? In Geography, we explore three papers which all interlink creating superb Geographers. 

 Global Geographical Issues.  This aspect of the course focusses on global and wider issues such as the 

formation on volcanoes and their impacts, the development of a country and different cities. We explore two 

major case studies of Mumbai and then India as a whole. 

 UK Geographical Issues.  Closer to home, this aspect focuses on more traditional geographical topics of 

geology, rivers and coastal studies before leaping into a major case study of Bristol. This aspect heavily features 

on field work and encompasses the fieldwork part of the course.  

 People and Environmental Issues.   Here we focus on protecting our planet; through looking at issues such as 

deforestation, mining, energy production across the world. This paper also culminates in a Decision Making 

Paper which is hugely popular with our students.  

In Geography lessons, we bring the theory alive by applying our knowledge to case studies. We look at local levels 

including wind farms in Gloucester to a large case study exploring Bristol (this also includes a field-work day to the city). 

Further afield, we explore the country of India and focus on the city of Mumbai. Pa 

The fieldwork environments are aligned with the core content of the course 

so that the experience of fieldwork can reinforce and enlighten learning in 

the classroom and learning in the classroom can underpin learning in the 

field. Fieldwork tasks will remain for the lifetime of the specification so 

there is less time spent on planning and administration and more time to 

bringing geography to life in the field; we will undertake two compulsory 

days (one physical trip to study a local river system – typically Wenchford, 

and one human to study quality of life in Bristol), in additional to optional 

residential annual fieldwork using a PGL/Kingswood centre.  

 

How will my learning be assessed? There are three externally examined papers; 

Global Issues, UK Issues and People and Environmental Issues.  

What grades can I achieve?   This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 

scale  

Where can this qualification take me? This qualification fully supports 

progression to A Level – the compulsory content provides the opportunity to lay 

foundations of knowledge and understanding that can be further developed at A 

Level Geography. With this rounded qualification that helps students to understand the world around Geography GCSE is 

a fantastic basis for careers that involves the law, sciences, environment, planning or collecting and interpreting data. 

Popular careers for people with geography qualifications include: law, ocean sciences, town or transport planning, 

surveying, conservation, sustainability, waste and water management, environmental planning, tourism, and weather 

forecasting. The army, police, government, research organisations, law and business world also love the practical research 

skills that geographers develop. Because geographers learn about human and population development, geography can be 

useful for jobs in charity and international relations too. 

Why Geography? Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is fun. 

It’s a good mix of topics such as urban issues, world development, extreme environments, rivers and hazards to name but 

a few. The course will give you the chance to get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and 

understand the social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and change our world. 

Course Contact: Miss Dashfield 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-ooeYqMLLAhVDD5oKHfhLDboQjRwIBw&url=http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-gb/resources/partner-resources/rgs/royal-geographical-society.aspx&bvm=bv.116636494,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNGqCv3JOYGxecHOWGAim0BRs-2V3w&ust=1458118224102763
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History – Edexcel GCSE 

This course tells the stories of events that have shaped the world we live in today.  The topics we study are: 

 Medicine in Britain, c.1250 – present.  You will find out about important individuals and events, beliefs and 

attitudes, and developments in technology. You will understand change and continuity across a long sweep of 

history, from the medieval to the modern period.   

 The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatments and the trenches.  This unit builds on the 

knowledge from Medicine in Britain. You will learn about the injuries and illnesses of soldiers in the First World 

War.  You will also learn about how medics, working in terrible conditions, tried to treat these injuries. 

 Elizabethan England, 1558-88.  This unit allows you to really get to grips with a period in depth.  You will 

follow Elizabeth I through a serious of difficult decisions.  You will see how she desperately, but unsuccessfully, 

tried to avoid war. You will also learn about everyday life, as well as exploration and voyages of discovery.  

 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91.  During the Cold War, humanity came scarily close to 

nuclear war.  You will learn about how this happened, and how it was avoided.  You will understand why the 

relationship between America and Russia is still so important, and so difficult, today. 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.  You will learn about the terrible effect of WW1 on Germany and how 

the country recovered. You discover how Hitler became the leader of Germany and made it a dictatorship.  You 

will find out how life in Germany changed for different groups after the Nazis took control. 

 

  

How will my learning be assessed? 

Paper 1: Medicine and The Western Front; written examination; 1 hour and 15 minutes; 30% of the qualification 

Paper 2: Elizabeth and The Cold War; written examination; 1 hour and 45 minutes; 40% of the qualification 

Paper 3: Germany; written examination; 1 hour and 20 minutes; 30% of the qualification 

What grades can I achieve? This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale.  

 Where can this qualification take me? A qualification in History can take you into a very broad range of careers.  

Employers are attracted by the skills developed while studying History.  People with History qualifications are able to deal 

with large amounts of information. They can make sense of it and use it to give well-supported arguments.  They are able 

to express themselves clearly and persuasively in speech and in writing.  Studying History also develops your ability to 

empathise.  You will understand why others behave the way they do; this is vital in collaborative working environments. 

As a result, History graduates often work in law, the media, politics, the civil service and business.  If you wish to study 

History further, this GCSE will prepare you well for A-level and beyond. 

Why History? Take History so that you can understand the world you live in, know where you want it to go next and 

have the skills to take it there. 

Course Contact: Ms Hull  
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Mathematics – AQA GCSE (8300)  

What will I learn? 
You will study the six main area of maths; 

 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability  

 Statistics 

You will build on what you already know in the subject, but looking into more 

detail and gaining a deeper understanding of how maths works. There will be an 

increasing emphasis on problem solving and trying to work things out with only 

limited information which will develop your thinking and questioning skills as 

well as your resilience and patience! 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Throughout the course, we will assess your learning through homework and regular testing. This will ensure that we can 

pick up early on any misconceptions you may have and give you the support needed to address them.  

The final assessment will be through 3 x 90 minute exams, held in the summer of year 11. One of these exams will be a 

non-calculator exam and the other two will allow the use of calculators. The exams will each cover all aspects of the 

course. 

What grades can I achieve? 
You will be able to achieve grades 9 – 1, with 1 being the lowest and 9 the highest. Unlike other GCSEs, maths will retain 

two tiers of entry, so you will be entered for the higher tier or the foundation tier, depending on your ability. Higher tier 

covers grades 9 – 4 and foundation tier will cover grades 5 – 1. 

Where next? 
A pass at GCSE mathematics is essential in order to progress onto further study, so naturally forms the foundation for any 

future study or training.  

Studying maths will also greatly develop your problem solving, questioning and thinking skills as well as providing the 

necessary skills for any future study in science or even social sciences as statistics will play a great role in those subjects. 

 

 

 

Course Contact: Mrs Simpson 
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Religious Studies GCSE - Edexcel (B) Beliefs in Action 

What will I learn? 
This new qualifications will allow students to apply a wide range of concepts allowing them to confidently interpret, 

contextualise and analyse the expressions of religions and world views they encounter. Areas of study focus on the key 

questions such as Ethics, Philosophy, Peace and Conflict which include topics such as marriage and the family, crime and 

punishment, and matters of life and death. Students will develop an appreciation of religious thought and its contribution 

to individuals, communities and societies. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of two religions enabling 

them to understand and articulate their own and others’ beliefs, values and commitments. Students will develop 

analytical and critical thinking skills to enable them to present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments, 

aiding in progression to AS and A level study. The exam papers have been designed with a straightforward structure and 

consistent use of command words in questions to make them accessible to all students.  

 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Paper 1 (The Christian Paper): Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics: Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of 

the qualification 

Paper 2: (The Muslim Paper) Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict: Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

50% of the qualification 

 

What grades can I achieve? This qualification is graded 

using a 9-1 scale.  
 

Where can this qualification take me? 
A qualification in RE is good for any job involving people: 

from social work, teaching and police work, to jobs such 

an electrician and even a builder. It will help you to 

understand different people and how to be respectful of 

others’ beliefs and values. It will help you to become a 

responsible citizen in your local community. It can also 

lead to A Level choices such as Philosophy and Ethics, 

Sociology, Psychology or an A Level in Religious Studies. 

You have a lot of career options.  

Why RE? 
Well, simply put, because the skills you can acquire can be applied to so many different types of careers. Take the skill of 

being able to understand different cultures and philosophical points of view. A skill such as this has many career 

applications. It can be applied to careers such as Community Services Director, where it’s important to be able speak to 

the specialised needs of a community with a culture that is different than your own. But that’s not the only skill you’ll 

acquire. You’ll gain an entire portfolio of skills that can be applied to a wide variety of careers in religion, as well as 

careers not concerning religion at all. In fact, only a relatively small number of religious studies graduates utilise their 

education for religion-based careers such as a Pastor.  

 

Course Contact: Ms Cooper 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP966f6ufSAhXBA8AKHVRjB_sQjRwIBw&url=http://www.chancellors.herts.sch.uk/academic/faculties-and-subjects/humanities-faculty/re.php&bvm=bv.150120842,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNFPi6k07_rcW5l-OMiG_VR_bm-ekg&ust=1490193539788870
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Science – AQA GCSE    
We believe that science has something to offer every student. That’s why we are passionate at delivering the best 
course for your child, with practical work built in and opportunities to develop 
understanding; inspiring future careers.  
 

Grading:   Grades will be awarded on the 9-1 scale. Students will get two grades to show 

the double value of this GCSE. Both grades will be the same. E.g. 1-1 or 9-9. 
 

What will I learn?  
• Building blocks: from atoms to cells, behaviour and transport on the small scale. 
• Transport over larger distances: systems in animals and plants and how these systems interact. 
• Interactions with the environment: the effects of factors in the environment on organisms, how our choices affect our 
   health. 
• Explaining change: how organisms, species, living and non-living systems change over time. 
• Building blocks for understanding: organising, patterns, properties and analysis. 
• Interactions over small and large distances: strong and weak forces between atoms, molecules and larger structures 
   and how they interact. 
• Movement and interactions: rates of change of motion and direction of large and small objects, and chemical 
   changes. 
• Guiding Spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future: resources of materials and energy. 

Assessments  
Contents Time Questions 

Paper 1 
Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; 
and Bioenergetics. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Paper 2 
Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation 
and evolution; and Ecology. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Paper 3 
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, 
structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Paper 4 
The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic 
chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the 
atmosphere; and Using resources. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Paper 5 
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and 
Atomic structure. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Paper 6 
Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 
electromagnetism. 

1 hour 
15 mins 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 

Triple Science follows the same route as above, but the exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each allowing more depth of 

knowledge to be tested.  
 

What could you do with Science?  
Interested in people and how the mind works? You could become a clinical psychologist. 
Do you live for football? Then sports science could be the job for you. 
Like the idea of designing and building structures? Perhaps you are an engineer? 
If you want to be involved in combating diseases and treating people who are ill, how about a career in medicine? 
Dentistry is a great choice if you want to put a smile on people’s faces? 
Love music, but don’t fancy performing? Music technology is a very popular choice. 
Are you obsessed by animals? Animal health is a great career choice for anyone who wants to improve their lives. 

 

Course Contact: Mrs Roberts 
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BTEC Creative Media Production 

What will I learn? The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 

practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:  

 development of key skills that prove your aptitude in creative media production such as investigating 

and developing ideas through pre-production, production and post-production of media products  

 process that underpins effective ways of working in creative media production, such as responding to 

briefs and feedback, planning and generating ideas  

 attitudes that are considered most important in creative media production, including personal 

management and communication 

 knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as production 

processes and techniques 

How will my learning be assessed? 

Internal assessment Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment (coursework). This style of 

assessment promotes deep learning through ensuring the connection between knowledge and practice. The 

components focus on:  

 the development of core knowledge and understanding, including the range of different types of media 

products, production processes and techniques  

 the development and application of skills such as research skills and stylistic and technical skills  

 reflective practice through the refinement of learners’ own media products that allows them to respond to 

feedback and identify areas for improvement.  

 

External synoptic assessment  Component 3: Create a Media Product in Response to a Brief. The design of this 

external assessment ensures that there is sufficient stretch and challenge, enabling the assessment of 
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knowledge and understanding at the end of the learning period. The external assessment is based on a key task 

that requires learners to demonstrate that they can identify and use effectively an appropriate selection of 

skills, techniques, concepts, theories and knowledge from across the whole qualification in an integrated way. 

The external assessment takes the form of a set task taken under supervised conditions. Learners are permitted 

to resit the external assessment once during their programme by taking a new assessment. The external 

assessment comprises 40 per cent of the total qualification. 

 

What grades can I achieve? The qualification is graded over seven grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 

Distinction, these are equivalent to grades awarded at GCSE level. Learners must achieve all components at 

Level 1 Pass or above in order to be awarded a qualification. 

 

Where can this qualification take me? Working in the creative media industry involves a wide range of 

practical processes, skills and techniques – from broadcast media to increasingly interactive products and 

platforms. As digital technology continues to evolve, media techniques have become more sophisticated and 

media products are becoming more advanced. However, what has not changed is that media products still have 

the power to enthral, intrigue and affect audiences.  

Study of this qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make more informed choices for 

further learning, either generally or in this sector. Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key 

Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:  

 A Levels as preparation for university in a range of subjects   

 study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Media, which prepares learners to 

enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the media 

sector. 

Why choose Creative Media Production? The creative media sector is a dynamic, growing and rewarding sector 

to work in, with new opportunities arising continually. The UK’s creative industries as a whole are now worth 

over £84 billion per year to the UK economy. 

Course Contact: Mr Singer/Miss Howard 
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What do I do now? 
Complete the attached options reply slip.  This must be returned to Ms Cooper in the year 9 Team by attaching it to the 
assignment by Monday March 15th 

We emphasise that we attempt to accommodate all preferences and to run the courses published, however, these cannot 
be guaranteed due to the number of students’ choices and the constraints of the timetable.  

Your final allocation of subjects will be taken from your preferences and will take account of the order you place the subjects 
in. However, please be aware that you could be allocated any of the subjects that you have chosen. 

Please don’t chose both Art and 3D Design as these courses are not designed to be taken together.  

 

The Forest High School 2021 Options reply form.  

Please return on Teams by Monday 15th March  

 

Name  
 

Tutor Group  
 

House  
 

Date  

What are you 
career plans when 
you have finished 
school? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the table below, please provide your preferred choice in each coloured column; where 1 is your first choice 

(the subject you like the most), 2 is your second choice and 3 is your final choice (the subject you like the least). 

In the yellow column are the subjects that you have already chosen and have studied during year 9. 

Health and Social 
Care - BTEC 

 Creative Media 
Production - 

BTEC 

  
Geography 

 

 

Sport - BTEC   
Art 

 

  
History 

 

Sociology   
French 

 

  
3D Design 
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Forms will not be accepted unless every box is 
ticked  

 

   
   

I have a number in every box above (apart from 
those with the blue cross) 

  

My parent/carer has approved my choices  

 

  

I have answered the question about 
future career plans 

  

  

I know I have to give the form in on Teams by 
Monday 15th March 

 

  

I know that I am not guaranteed the subjects I 
have asked for  

  

I know that I can’t take both Art and 3D Design 
together.  

 

I know that I will study English GCSE, Maths 
GCSE, Science GCSE, RE GCSE and PSHE as well 
as my options and core PE.   

  

 

 


