
Aspirations Event 

The Aspirations Event at Forest High was held on 
the 22nd February to help young people make 
key choices about their careers. It was planned 
and executed by the SGS Schools’ Careers service 
team as part of their contract to supply impartial 
careers guidance to our students. The event    
hosted a range of local employers, universities 
and post 16 providers. The event was opened up 
to the entire school and to three local schools in 
the Forest of Dean. A total of 158 parents/
students attended the event. Following the      
success of the event, we plan to make this an   
annual event.    

 

World Book Day 

To celebrate world book day this year students and 

staff had a wonderful day dressed as characters from 

Shakespeare.  

Local author John Dickinson spent the day working 

with year 7 and year 11 students.  

Red Nose Day  

Well done to our students and staff              

for raising £337 for Comic  Relief.  

 

 

I am delighted to bring this newsletter to you and to share some of the activities our students have              

undertaken this term. This newsletter gives a real flavour of the school and the activities and learning         

opportunities available to our students. In our efforts to improve communication between the school and 

home from May 2017 we are going to publish a newsletter every month.  

Examination season is well under way; Year 11 students have been working hard with support from their 

teachers and parents to ensure that they achieve the grades that they are capable of. During the Easter 

break we are holding revision classes on most days, please can I ask parents of Year 11 students to             

emphasise the importance of attending these sessions.  

In the last newsletter I wrote to  you about attendance. I am pleased to say that attendance in Terms 3 and 4 

has increased and would like to thank you for your support. Attendance is a vital factor in achievement; 

some studies have shown that students with 95% attendance or above are likely to achieve one grade higher 

in every GCSE than students below 90% attendance. Please can I count on your continued support in this 

matter. I wish you a restful Easter holiday.                                                                               Paul Holroyd 

6th April 2017 



Adviza Workshops 

On Monday 27th March Year 10 and 11 students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of workshops 

based on apprenticeships at post 16 level. The workshops were an ideal opportunity to develop the skills required to 

be successful in gaining an apprenticeship. They also helped to share relevant information for a number of students 

on the opportunities available to themselves.  

ACE your Exams 

On Tuesday 28th March the Year 11s were treated to an inspirational visit from an advisor at Elevate Education      

services. The seminar allowed students to fully understand how they could challenge themselves to be even better 

when focusing on exam preparation as they approach their GCSEs.  A whole host of students left the seminar feeling 

refreshed and fully focused on achieving their true potential, especially after receiving their mock exam results the 

previous week. Fingers crossed it translates into outstanding exam success in August! 

Driving Awareness 

On Wednesday 29th March our Year 11        

students experienced the issues they need to 

start being aware of when considering driving 

over the next few years. The three hour    

workshops explored the dangers  associated 

with careless driving whilst also allowing      

students to practically demonstrate the issues 

surrounding driving under the  influence of 

alcohol. With the use of distorted goggles the practical experience left a lot of the students feeling slightly alarmed at 

the effect alcohol could have on their ability to function as a driver. It was a great experience for the students thanks 

in part to the organisation of Mrs Brain in working with several outside providers to  create such a life like experience 

for the students. 

Year 10 Gloucestershire University Visit 

A group of Year 10 students visited the Oxstalls campus of the University of Gloucestershire on Wednesday 29th 

March. The students had an opportunity to meet a motivational speaker who advised the students on how to live 

their lives as Eagles as opposed to Chickens! They also got to spend time touring the campus, exploring what life is 

like as a university student and finding out about the financial constraints on being a student.  The Money Matters 

board game ensured students were fully aware of how they could deal with money as a student to successfully move 

through university, whilst also enjoying the social experiences of being a student! We hope that this experience will 

broaden the students’ horizons to allow them to believe that they can achieve and be whatever they want to be! 

Year 11 Easter Revision Classes 

All students in Year 11 have received individual letters with details of revision classes that are specific to their needs 

based on an analysis of their mock exams and how well they are doing in each subject at present. Teachers who are 

holding classes during the Easter break look forward to the support of parents/carers in ensuring the students attend 

as many of the sessions as possible.   



  

Friends of Forest High (FoFH) 

The first few fundraising events run by FoFH have 

been very successful.  

So far this term we have raised over £650. Thank 

you to all parents and staff who sent in donations 

and gave their valuable time to support the          

following events:  

 The Bags2School collection - you donated 47          

kilograms of clothes, shoes and toys. 

 Easter discos—FoFH held a Key Stage 3 and Key 

Stage 4  disco on 31 March. Students thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves and have requested that 

FoFH hold regular termly        

discos.  

 The Easter ‘Chocolate Tombola’ 

is proving to be a winner with 

the students also.  

Theatre trip 

Our Year 7s had a wonderful time at the      

theatre in Cardiff to see Roald Dahl’s ‘Fantastic 

Mr Fox’. 

French Pen Pals 

Forest High         

welcomed a group 

of French students 

to spend the day 

with their English 

pen pals on 15 

March. The students enjoyed taking part in 

lessons, doing a treasure hunt and eating 

afternoon tea. 

Rewarding Good Attendance  

This term we introduced a competition to reward 

good attendance. The wining tutor group was G3 

with 97.6% attendance!  

Their reward was a visit to Pizza Hut in Gloucester 

for a buffet lunch.  

Well done G3!    

Who will win it next term? 

Spectacle Recycling 

Forest High took part in the Spectacle     

Recycling Initiative organised by The Severn 

Dean Lions Club. We collected 78 pairs of 

glasses which will be sent to help people in 

Africa and Asia.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3-media2.fl.yelpcdn.com%2Fbphoto%2FkwWnTlvqS-rPCfOs1_QhOw%2Fls.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yelp.co.uk%2Fbiz%2Fpizza-hut-london-54&docid=LDrH7t-GsA-FXM&tbnid=MgHuazhhexmeEM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjFoPPcrI_
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3-media2.fl.yelpcdn.com%2Fbphoto%2FkwWnTlvqS-rPCfOs1_QhOw%2Fls.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yelp.co.uk%2Fbiz%2Fpizza-hut-london-54&docid=LDrH7t-GsA-FXM&tbnid=MgHuazhhexmeEM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjFoPPcrI_


 

 

 

 

Boys Football 

Year 7-11 Boys have taken part in a host of fixtures and tournaments over the 
last two terms. Particular highlights include comprehensive victories over      
Lakers at Year 7 and 9, combined with brave defeats against Wyedean. Also 
particularly pleasing was the attitude and application of students from Year 10 
playing up a Year against Year 11s in the district tournament hosted at Forest 
High School. The students in question put in a host of great performances that 
really made the department proud of their efforts. 

Girls Football 

Congratulations to the under 16s (Years 10/11) girls who having finished 2nd 
recently at the district football tournament at Forest High qualified for the 
county finals at Rednock school on Wednesday 29th March. Despite not   
winning any of their games, the girls gave a great account of themselves   
losing narrowly to the eventual winners in their first game 2-1. Mrs Rodgers 
commented on how the girls attitude and behaviour was exemplary 
throughout. Well done girls! 

Girls Rugby 

The girls have been fortunate to receive expert coaching and tuition this term 
from England international, Ceri Large. Under Ceri’s guidance we hope to start 
a more regularly attended club that helps feed into clubs in the local            
community! 

Congratulations to Charlie Manns (Year 10) who has been very busy recently in 
completing her first round of matches as vice-captain for the South West Under 
15s Girls Rugby Team. They won their first game convincingly 32-0 against the 
Midlands, with Charlie scoring two tries! A fantastic effort from Charlie who has 
the potential to reach the very top! Well done!    

Badminton 

Yet again it has been a very successful year, particularly for the KS3 and KS4 
boys. Having overcome several tricky ties at district level The Forest High 
School boys badminton team finished as district champions for 2017,       
qualifying for the county championships on 1st February at Stratford Park 
Leisure Centre, Stroud. The students acquitted themselves against county 
standard performers in what we hope whetted their appetite to compete at 
a higher level. 

We have been fortunate to secure a level 2 badminton coach who will be 
working with our students every Monday after school in term 5, beginning 
on 24th April. It would be really good to see a lot of faces there, old and new, 
to sample the expert coaching on offer!   


