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Parents, welcome to The Forest Matters April edition.  As you can see since the last 
edition of Forest Matters our students have had the opportunity to take part in a 
wide range of experiences even as I write a group of Year 8 students are visiting The 
Houses of Parliament.  All the visits and extra-curricular opportunities we offer are 
aimed at enhancing the taught curriculum and to give students the chance to          
experience as wide a range of  experiences as possible.   During the Easter Holidays 
staff put on 18 additional classes over 8 days for GCSE students.  I would like to     
publicly thank all staff involved as clearly all of these activities cannot happen       
without the support and goodwill of our staff who give up hours of their time for    
additional classes and extra-curricular activities.   

The examination season has already started,  with the Art practical GCSE taking place last week.  Written GCSE 
examinations start on May 14th.  Please can I ask parents to ensure they have a copy of their child's                  
examination timetable, if you have not yet seen this or think your child does not have one, please contact the 
school office immediately. 

We are having some issues with mobile phones at school.  We do not wish to impose a ban on phones in school 
and want to maintain the current situation whereby students are able to use their phones during social times 
outside of the school building.  Some students are not abiding to this and are using phones during lessons to 
take videos of peers and teachers without permission.  The rules regarding mobile phones will be strictly        
applied.  Any student caught using a mobile phone in the school building (without the express permission of a 
member of staff) will have their phone confiscated and returned at the end of the day.  Students who have had 
their phone confiscated a second time will need a parent to come to school to collect the phone.  I thank you in 
advance for your support in this matter. 

As you can see on page 10 there is a lot happening up until the end of the school year, please can I give special 
mention to the school fete and the awards evening.  The school fete takes place on Thursday July 5th and is    
organised by The Friends of Forest High; last year this was a real highlight of the school year.  On Monday July 
9th we are holding an awards evening for Key Stage 3 to celebrate the success of our students.  A Key Stage 4 
evening will be held in November when current Year 11 students will be presented with their GCSE certificates 
and awards will be made to the current Year 10 students.                                                   Paul Holroyd 

Where Are They Now?  Becky Bolton 

Becky left the Forest High School in 2008.  Becky writes; “After finishing secondary 
school I went onto study BTEC travel and tourism level 3 at GLOSCOL.  I then went to 
Bournemouth University to study for a BA Honours Degree in Tourism Management. I 
spent a year working in Orlando Florida as part of my degree placement year as a     
Resort Activities Co-ordinator also gaining a certificate in Hospitality Management. I 
now work as a Hotel Operations Manager in Basingstoke for a Premier Inn. I’m           
passionate about my job because I get to work with people from all walks of life,      
sharing their stories and developing them to be future leaders. There are always        
opportunities to do something different within the Hotel Management and Tourism 
business. I enjoy meeting guests from all around the country and ensuring they have a 
brilliant stay at the hotel.” 
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Thank You to The  

Severn Dean Lions 

  

 

 

On Friday 13th April we were delighted to welcome Maggie 
Clutterbuck into school. Maggie is a  renowned poet and 
author based in the Forest of Dean, as well as being a     
patron of the Mitcheldean Literary Festival.     

Maggie put on a fantastic poetry workshop for the Year 7 
students, encouraging them to enter the current poetry 
competition with poems based on the Forest of Dean.  The 
students were highly motivated and we are sure that we 
have entered a winning piece! 

Mr Woodhead 

We would like to express our 
thanks to The Severn Dean 
Lions who have donated £400 
to The Forest High School for 
us to purchase new books for 
our school library. Mrs Reid 
(President) and Mr Reid are 
pictured handing over the 
books that our students have 
chosen.                                                  

Mrs Adams 

Inspiring Creative Writing  

Year 8 students enjoyed a talk from a local lady called 
Jenny Townsend.  Jenny's mother was the well known 
local author Winifred Foley who wrote A Child In The     
Forest as well as a number of other books. Winifred  
Foley died in 2009;  Jenny came in to talk about her 
mother and what inspired her to start writing stories 
when she was in her 60s! 

                                                                             Mrs Adams 
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On Thursday 29 March,  all Year 10 and 11 students 
were invited to visit local FE/HE establishments to     
explore the opportunities available for all students as 
part of the careers programme at Forest High. 
Whilst visiting Hartpury, some of the students looked at 
the land based animal courses on offer, whilst at        
Oxstalls students were given the experiences associated 
with studying Sport and Health and Social Science at     
university. Students with an interest in Art and Design 
had the opportunity to try out typography and           
continuous line and speed drawing.  Students came 
away encouraged by the opportunities presented to 
them, the students’ behaviour was exemplary and a 
credit to the school throughout. 

Growing Aspirations - Further and 

Higher Education  

On Friday 20 April, year 10 students were invited to visit 
Hartpury Sports Academy to explore the reasons why 
students choose to go to University. Whilst visiting the 
campus the students explored several topics including 
student finance, the benefits of studying at university as 
well as a tour of a Higher Education campus. Students 
came away enlightened by the opportunities presented 
to them and are thankful for the opportunity provided. 
As ever, the students’ behaviour was exemplary and a 
credit to the school throughout. 

     Mr Hopkins 

On Wednesday 25 April, year 9 students enjoyed a lovely day at Gloucestershire University for an insight day finding out 
about higher education. Students were given a full tour of the University followed by workshops including ‘what does a 
typical student look like?’ ‘who goes to university?’ and ‘how do you get to university?’  
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Football News 

Congratulations to the under 16s (Years 
10/11) girls who qualified for the  county 
finals at Rednock school on Thursday 
22nd March. After  overcoming Thomas 
Keble in their first game 1-0 with a great 
strike from Mckenzi Sheen, the girls went 
on to lose two and draw one of their   
other group games narrowly missing out 
on the semi-finals. The girls gave a great 
account of themselves and displayed a 
positive attitude throughout. The girls’ 
attitude and behaviour was exemplary. 
Well done girls! 
                                                     Mr Hopkins 

Student Achievements Outside School 

Local group The Harmony Twirlstars includes four students from The Forest High School -  Alexie Thomas, Ronnie    
Littlefair, Summer Szoltysik and Shauna Kiss.  The troupe attended their second competition of the year on Sunday 
22nd April 2018 in Bristol. 

The Harmony Twirlstars  won first place in their juvenile military routine & best lead was 
awarded to Alexie Thomas; they also took second place in their juvenile pom routine. 

 

 

In the individual strut -
Alexie Thomas was placed 
first, along with several 
other troupe members 
who were awarded         
rosettes in their struts.      

 

 

 

 

Sea Cadets Rosie Jones and Kelsey Trickett have recently passed their                 
intermediate First Aid course and will now be able to go forward to HMS Raleigh 
to complete the advanced level. Congratulations! 

 

Please do send us stories of any student achievements outside of school; we 
love to hear about it! 

           Alexie Thomas 
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Easter Baking Competition 

In Design Technology lessons, the Key Stage 3 students have been practising their cooking and artistic skills with entries 
into a school competition for the best Easter biscuits. The students baked and decorated their biscuits over two lessons 
with Ms Bartlett and Mrs Fellows as judges. Congratulations to the eight students who won Easter Eggs: Ashleigh 
Gwilliam, Harry Knight, Lisa Gibbons, Jamie Harris, Jemma Harrison, Millie Pritchard, Katelyn Workman, and Ellie Kalo. 

Key Stage 3 students have re-
cently taken part in the Royal 
Forest of Dean Rotary Club 
'Hands on Art Competition' 
creating drawings and 
paintings on 'Life in the 
Forest'. We were only allowed 
to submit a small selection of 
the entries made by the       
students, so we decided to run 
an ‘in-house’ competition too. 
Well done to Year 7 winner 
Millie Coleman, Year 8 winner 
Ben Tyler and Year 9 winner 
Jenson Matthews. In addition, 
we have also submitted en-
tries from Liam Hateley (Year 7), Bobbie Marie Parrish (Year 8),  Hannah Mann and Alex Dima (Year 9) to the main           
competition.  

The students’ participation in this competition has led to a £200 donation from the Rotary Club, which will go towards 
purchasing some new art equipment.                                                                                                                            Mrs Rivers 

Hands on Art Competition 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award  

On Friday 20th April, a group of year 9 and 10 students took 

part in a training session in preparation for their upcoming 

Duke of Edinburgh expedition this summer. We visited   

Newent Community School which is kindly mentoring our 

new Duke of Edinburgh team during our first year. The     

students were trained in:  

 First aid 

 Emergency procedures 

 Compass and map work  

 Pitching tents  

 Kit list and packing a rucksack  

 Completing a route card 

 Expedition aims/project  

 

The students thoroughly enjoyed the day learning the vital 

skills required for completing the expedition element of the 

Bronze Award for the Duke of Edinburgh.  

The Forest High School Duke of Edinburgh team are very 

proud of our students; they fully embraced learning the new 

skills and we saw some excellent team work. We are looking 

forward to seeing them putting their training into practice 

and developing life skills during the expeditions which will 

take place this summer.  

We would like to thank Ian Morley and Alan Naylor from 

Newent Community School for the excellent training they 

provided and we look forward to continuing to work with 

Newent Community School in establishing the Duke of    

Edinburgh Scheme at The Forest High School.  

If you wish to know more about what The Duke of             
Edinburgh Award can offer your child please visit  
https://www.dofe.org/ or contact Karen Rodgers at The   
Forest High School.                                                    Mr Perry 

https://www.dofe.org/
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YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK - Gloucester Quays & Wenchford Brook 

 

On Wednesday 21st March the Year 11 geography students carried out 
their  fieldwork investigation as part of their GCSE course, in preparation 
for the paper 3 examination in June. 
 
The students visited Gloucester Quays in the morning carrying out a    
series of tasks at different sites within the city to investigate changes to 
Gloucester’s CBD (Central Business District). This included a traffic count, 
categorising land use and a series of questionnaires to members of the 
public. Many of them found the questionnaires hard at first as it’s not 
always easy speaking to strangers and asking their views of the Quays! 
 
Following our visit to the Quays and a spot of lunch, we headed to our 
second destination of the day - Wenchford Picnic Site.  
 
At Wenchford the students had to undertake an investigation to test a number of hypotheses regarding Wenchford 
Brook, primarily focusing on the changes to the brook as it moves downstream.  
 
This included measuring the width and depth of the brook, which enabled the students to calculate the cross-sectional 
area. Students also had to measure the velocity of the river at three points using different objects. This created some 
amusement as the brook was reasonably deep following the snowmelt and rainfall that previous week! Let’s say that 
one or two perhaps got a little more than they bargained for and a change of clothes on the way home was needed! 
 
All that was left was to head back to school, and then begin the process of writing up and analysing the results;        
deciding whether we could prove any of the hypotheses that we began the day with! 
 
I would like to add that the students behaved impeccably and were a  credit to Forest High School. They seemed to 
enjoy the day, even though it was a little chilly in the brook, they all left with smiles on their faces!  
 
Finally, a very big thank to Mrs Rodgers and Mrs Fellows for their help and support during the fieldtrip. 
 
Mr Evans 
 



Rewarding Good Behaviour 

Every week, students with completed reward cards can   
enter them into a draw for a pair of cinema tickets and a 
free canteen snack and drink.  

Last term, we would like to thank The Friends of Forest 
High for donating two £20 Amazon vouchers to reward 
students with good  behaviour. 

Congratulations to: 

Ben Ricketts - for having the most positive behaviour 
points 

Chloe Davies - for having the most completed reward 
cards. 
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PSHE News 

On Thursday 29 March, we held an enrichment day in school.  

Students from Year 7 and Year 8 spent the day working on the start of the ‘Facts4Life’ programme and the three key 
themes:   Riding the Ups and Downs, Keeping Balanced and Smoothing the Path.  In their timetabled PSHE lessons, the     
students will be continuing to focus on the topic of Mental Health.  

Year 9 students spent the day with Cheltenham Town Football Club participating in a number of workshops including 
mental health, alcohol and drugs awareness, improving self confidence/self-esteem and stress management. The      
students finished off the day with a football session which including taking penalties whilst wearing ‘beer goggles’!  

Key Stage 4 students participated in two workshops with Facts4Life and Ace Wellbeing.  Students were given advice 
and techniques to relieve their stress levels and improve their overall wellbeing.  

Mrs Brain 

 

Holy Visit 

On 27 March, we had the pleasure of welcoming our local    
Reverend Mike Barnsley and the Bishop of Tewkesbury, The 
Right Reverend Robert Springett to talk to our Year 11 RE     
students ahead of their GCSE exam.  

Students asked curious and difficult questions and discussed 
topics which may be helpful for the forthcoming exam.   

                            Jack Bendall, Head Boy 
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Outward Bound! 

We are very grateful to have been given the wonderful opportunity by The Mid-Counties Co-operative Group to send  
12 lucky students on a five day outward bound course.  

From the 12th to 16th March Henry Jones, Alfie 
Warren, Riley Bulllock, Sam Bennett, Lewis Giles, 
Naomi Niblett, Molly Ford, Harvey Edwards, Jolie 
Thomas, Matthew Mears, Marcus Hall and Jade 
Cleal (year 9), accompanied by Miss Bell to the 
Aberdovey Centre which is run by The Outward 
Bound Trust.   

The experience started on the first day with a run 
and dip - we all ran up the beach, around a flag 
pole and then into the sea which in the middle of 
March was rather chilly! Every single one of us 
went in, and this experience set the tone for an 
absolutely phenomenal week.    

On the second day we set off with our rucksacks 
on our backs, fully stocked with everything we 
needed for two nights away from the centre; all 
our food, camping supplies and clothes. The     
rucksacks were rather heavy! We wild camped 
that night, collecting and sterilising water from a 
stream.  It was really cold that night and our camp 
was invaded by a sheep! 

Day three started after eating our morning rations 
with a climb up a steep hill; whilst this was initially 
overwhelming for some of the group, everyone 
conquered the hill and their sense of achievement 
rallied their spirits and inspired the rest of the 
day.  After being out in Snowdonia national park 
for 11 hours, we finally reached the hut for the 
night.  

Day four was spent canoeing back to the             
Aberdovey centre along the Dyfi estuary.   

On our last day the students took part in a board 
meeting and made presentations to members of 
the Outward Bound team, and The Mid-
Counties Co-operative staff.   

We would very much like to express our gratitude to Alan Cratchley and Marnie Richards from the Mid-Counties          
Co-operative for providing such an amazing adventure for these students; it was an experience which we will all        
remember for a very long time.                                                                                                                                    Miss Bell 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries -   

Our school website has the full calendar of events for the year  -  http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events 

Wednesday 6 June 2018 Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4pm - 6.15pm (reports being sent home Friday 25 May) 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 Parent/Carer Forum 

Monday 18 - Fri 22 June 2018 Year 10 Exams 

Wednesday 27 June 2018 Sports Day 

Thursday 28 June 2018 Year 11 Prom 

Tuesday 3 July 2018 5k Race for Life (all school) 

Thursday 5 July 2018 Summer Fete 

Monday 9 July Awards Evening - Key Stage 3 

Monday 9 July 2018 to Friday 
20 July 2018 

Year 10 Work Experience  

Saturday 14 July - 21 July Educational Visit to the South of France 

Monday 16 July - Friday 20 
July 2018 

Enrichment Week 

Friday 20 July 2018 Last day of Term 

Harry Potter Visit  

Students from Key Stage 3 were very excited to go on an educational visit to Warner Brothers Studios on March 19th 
for the Harry Potter tour.  

We experienced a workshop about the film industry business looking at the types of employment in a fun and           
interactive way. 

Mrs Raven was very excited to hear that whilst we were there, the filming of the final retakes for the new Fantastic 
Beasts film "Crimes of Grindewald"  was 
taking place right next door!  

We were told that actors including     
Johnny Depp were on site!  

As always, our students were a credit to 
the school and their parents; the trip 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Mrs Rodgers 

http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events
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London 

In the last week, we have taken our year 8 students on educational visits to London to 
The Natural History Museum and The Houses of Parliament.  

Firstly, the students visited the museum and had a great time marvelling at the amazing 
architecture and many fascinating displays, especially the new exhibit of the blue whale 
skeleton. 

In the afternoon, students were given a guided tour of the Houses of Parliament and a 
talk about its history as well as a chance to sit in the Houses of Commons and Lords.    
Students were able to take part in a fun and interactive workshop which explained about 
the UK’s voting system. We would like to thank our local MP Mark Harper for taking the 
time to meet us, explain about his role and answer the students’ many questions. 

Mark Harper praised our students’ excellent behaviour and their breadth of  awareness 
of the current news both worldwide and local issues.                                         Mrs Rodgers 

                                                                                                                                              



 

Attendance Matters 
April 2018 

Rewarding Good Attendance -  

We really want to encourage high levels of attendance at The Forest High School.    

 

Students with 100% attendance for Terms 3 and 4 were entered 

into a draw for three Amazon vouchers for £50.  Thank you to 

Foyles Food Group in Cinderford  for donating the vouchers. 

Congratulations to : 

 

Morgan Embling, Morgan Havard 

and Celeb Turner who each won a 

£50 voucher.  

 

 

 

Tutor Breakfast Winners 

Last term’s winning tutor groups with the highest percentage attendance were: 

Week 1- Week 3   - G4    and       Week 4 - Week 6  - I2 

 
 
Attendance for Term 4  

 
Congratulations to the 176 students who achieved 100% attendance in term 4. In addition to being in the draw for the 
Amazon vouchers, they each received a voucher for a snack from the school canteen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will find more information on attendance, including Government booklets on our website: 
 http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/Attendance 
 

http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/Attendance

