December 2017
Parents, welcome to the December edition of Forest Matters. As always the first two terms have been extremely busy
and as you can see from this newsletter and the previous newsletters in October and November there has been a lot
going on at The Forest High School.
Unfortunately this week we needed to close the school due to the weather conditions. Such decisions are never taken
lightly and there are three major factors that are considered before closing the school. Firstly can the students all get to
school safely, secondly can enough staff get to the school safely and finally is the school site itself safe?
It gave me great pleasure today (15th December) to give out various awards in assembly for behaviour and attendance.
We believe strongly at The Forest High School that good behaviour and attendance should be rewarded.
At the end of this term we will be saying goodbye to some members of staff. Mr Owen, who has been supporting our
students since 2005 as a Teaching Assistant is retiring, and Mrs Bentham (English Teacher) starts a new adventure
teaching at an English school in China. Mr Jessop (minibus driver) is also retiring this Christmas, but he will be returning
occasionally as an Exam Invigilator. We send them all our very best wishes for their future adventures.
Finally I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year and look forward to welcoming students
back to school on Tuesday January 2nd 2018.

MP’s Visit
On Friday 24 November we welcomed our local MP Mark Harper. Head Girl, Sophie Wicks and Head Boy, Jack
Bendall were delighted to conduct a tour of the school, before he met with the Student Council to talk about life as
an MP and answer their questions. The questions ranged from current Government policy on education to leisure
provision in Cinderford.
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Christmas shoe box appeal
Teams 4U collected our shoe boxes on Friday
24th November 2017 and they are now on their
way to Romania in time for Christmas. Mrs
Adams would like to say a huge “Thank You” to
our students and their families for the
wonderful donations sent in to support this we were delighted to hand over an amazing

97 shoeboxes!

Non -Uniform Day
On 8 December, we held a
non-uniform day in return for
donations for The Forest of
Dean Food Bank. Sandi
McDonagh
from
the
organisation came to talk to
our students in an assembly,
and we were overwhelmed
by your generosity and
support on the day itself. Our
donations weighed 284kg
which is enough to provide
675 meals for 45-50 people
and was valued at £500.
Chris Hedges, manager of the
Forest Foodbank wrote,
“Thank you all so much for
being so generous.”

The Poppy Appeal
Well done to Jack Bendall and Alex Cleal for selling poppies during their lunch breaks. We collected
£64.97 for The Royal British Legion.

Children in Need
Thank you to all who contributed to the Children in Need Appeal. Our non-uniform
day raised £331.
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Where are they now?

Gloucestershire Constabulary Year 9

Ross Hawkins is a correspondent for the BBC. He talks
on TV and radio, mostly about politics. Ross studied at
Heywood School 1989-1994, and then went to
Wyedean Sixth Form and Oxford University.

Outward Bound Scheme
Twelve of our students recently applied to be part of
the outward bound course sponsored by
Gloucestershire Police and organised by The Outward
Bound Trust. This scheme is open to all secondary
schools in Gloucestershire.
Our students attended the Gloucestershire Police
Headquarters independently of school and made
presentations stating why they should be chosen. In
total there were 48 students involved and we are very
proud of the fact that Forest High students
represented 25% of those taking part.

Ross remembers his times at Heywood fondly and
would like to offer advice to our students:
“Here are some of the things I learned at school in
Cinderford:
1 - Don’t get stuff wrong in public. I set up a newspaper
and published something completely untrue about a
teacher. There was a meeting in the head’s office. The
paper was closed. Being fifteen I didn’t get sued. Now
I’d get sued. Decades on I can remember the headline.
It still makes me shudder.
2 – Be pushy. I wrote to national papers and radio
stations begging for work experience. I wrote articles
for magazines. I turned up in newsrooms. The reason
journalism is full of kids from expensive schools isn’t
that they’re all very brilliant. It’s that they’re very
pushy. We can be pushy too.
3 – Read. Read everything. Read bad journalism; read
good journalism. Read thick old books and sleek new
ones. And write. Write your own articles and stories.
Make your teachers read them. Surprise them.
When I was at school you needed a newspaper to get
noticed. Not anymore. The internet’s changed all that.
You don’t need anyone else’s permission to make an
impact. Just be respectful and don’t libel your
teachers!”

Gloucestershire Constabulary said, “All the applicants
were worthy of joining us and they should be congratulated for their positive attitude and effort. I am
pleased to let you know that Darcy Jarrett, Jason
Heaphy and Katelyn Workman have been successful
and have been formally invited to join us on the
Gloucestershire Constabulary Outward Bound Course
at Ogwen Cottage, North Wales between Monday 19
February – Friday 23 February 2018.”
We would like to add our own congratulations to all
twelve students for taking part, and we look forward
to hearing all about the course from Darcy, Jason and
Katelyn.

Year 9 Outward Bound—
Green Pioneers
As a school we have been lucky to be sponsored by
The Mid-counties Co-operative society to provide 12
places at an Outward Bound course in March. Mrs
Brain has been busy selecting potential students to
take part in this experience. The students selected will
also be expected to give a presentation about their
experience and suggest sustainable changes that we
can make as a school to become more ecologically
friendly.
This is a fantastic opportunity for our students and we
would like to thank the Mid-counties Co-operative
Society for enabling The Forest High School to be part
of this initiative.
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Pantomime
65 students enjoyed a visit to The New
Theatre, Cardiff after school on Thursday
14 December.
Before the show, they had a carvery meal
at The Cedar Tree Farm where the
manager praised our students for being
“very respectful and polite”. Our Year 11
students were very excited at having a
photo opportunity with Chicco afterwards
(along with some members of staff too!)
Thank you to Mrs Karen Rodgers for
organising this wonderful experience for
our students.

Exam invigilators required
Parents, Carers would you be interested, or do you know of family members / friends who may be interested in being
an invigilator for exams at the The Forest High School? This casual employment is paid at the
National Wage, and involves ensuring the secure running of the exams at four separate points
in each academic year.
We hold mock exams over 1-2 weeks periods in October, January and July, and the main GCSE
exams run over May and June. Your daily availability can be taken into account when planning
the timetable.
Invigilators’ main duties include: putting up posters and seating plans, giving instructions to
students, noting the start and end time of the exam, supervising students to ensure they enter
the exam room silently and maintaining silence throughout the exam. There will also be the
possibility of reading and scribing for individuals or small groups. Full training will be provided.
These roles are subject to an application for a satisfactory Enhanced DBS certificate. If you have an queries or are
interested then please contact Dr. Pearson via the school reception on 01594 822257 extension 131 or by e-mail at
pam.pearson@foresthigh.org.uk
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Aspirations/Career Information Evening
We were thrilled to welcome representatives from local employers, training providers, post 16 providers and
universities. The event was organised by the SGS Careers Service, and gave our students the chance to find out more
about the choices they have for their post-16 education.

Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries Our school website has the full calendar of events for the year - http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events
Friday 15 December
Tuesday 2 January

Last day of Term
Back to School

Monday 15 - Friday 19 January

Year 11 Mock Examinations

Wednesday 17 January
Wednesday 7 February
Monday 12 February - Friday
16 February

Year 9 Parents’ Evening and Options Meeting 4pm - 6.30pm
Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4pm - 6.15pm
Half Term

Attendance Matters
December 2017
Rewarding Good Attendance - We really want to encourage high levels of attendance at The Forest High School.
You will find more information on attendance, including Government booklets on our website http://
www.foresthigh.org.uk/Attendance
Congratulations to the 19 students who managed to achieve 100% attendance for the whole of the last school year;
they were rewarded with a Ten Pin Bowling trip on Monday 4th December.

Congratulations to Tim Bayliss who won the
iPad Mini .
There were a total of 1424 tickets in the draw between 196
students. Congratulations to the 94 students with 100%
attendance for the two terms - they had the maximum of 10 tickets
each. Keep up the 100% attendance - next term there will be Amazon vouchers to be won!

House Competition -

Our two

houses, Glaciem and Incendium are in
competition against each other to have
the best overall attendance.
Congratulations to G4 who have won
the best attendance award for Terms 1
and 2. They will be rewarded with a
trip, and will be consulted on where
they wish to go in the new year.

