
 

 

2nd December 2022 
 
Dear SGS Forest families, 
 
I am writing to you to introduce myself to you as Deputy Headteacher of 
Curriculum and Outcomes.   
 
Parents and carers often ask me questions about what we are doing to help 
their children learn, so I thought I would answer some of them here, so all 
families can read about just some of the ways in which SGS Forest is a 
better school than it was in September.   
 
How are we improving lessons?  
 
Since the time I started in September, we have been working very hard to 
improve a number of areas to improve teaching and learning at SGS Forest. 
As a school we now have a consistent approach to teaching in lessons 
where students are posed a ‘Key Learning Question’ (KLQ). The lessons 
delivered build on previously learned knowledge and by the end of each 
session the students answer the KLQ. The content is sequenced so that your 
children then revisit this information and use it in other contexts as they 
progress through their school life here at SGS Forest. We can see from 
students work in books that their confidence in answering these questions is 
improving.   
 
What are we doing about homework?  
 
We know that ultimately academic success is a team effort. Victoria Howard will be writing to 
you to in the coming weeks to outline our expectations with respect to homework. We 
understand that it can be difficult for children to complete work at home in some situations 
and so she will explain a range of support strategies we have in place such as the homework 
club that we have been running on Monday to Wednesday after school.  
 
How are we supporting Year 11?  
 
We recently had a really good turnout at our Year 11 Information Evening.  Year 11 have just 
finished sitting their first full set of mock GCSEs and we have been delighted at their focus 
and maturity throughout all of the exams. We will then use the information we get from these 
to guide us to know which areas of content needs further work when we embark on running 
Period 7 lessons in English, Maths and Science after Christmas. Further information about 
these afterschool sessions will be coming out before Christmas. Year 11 Sport Studies 
students they have their first real external exam on the 10th January, Mr Hlad has already 
been running sessions afterschool on Wednesdays for this.  
 
What are we putting in place for SEND students?  
 
Another area I lead on in the school is looking after our students with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Steve Brownson who is our Deputy SENCo (and Associate 
Assistant Head), the Teaching Assistants, all of the teaching staff and I are working closely 
to improve provision for students with SEND. As we go through the year, we will be holding 
reviews for my plans, my plan plus and EHCPs along with parents to ensure that we have 
the correct level of support in place. The next of these meetings will be arranged during the 
January family day.   
 
 
 



 

 

How are we helping all students read?  
 
Finally, and one of things that I am really invested in within education 
is improving the reading ability of young people. This academic year 
is a really exciting time to be at SGS Forest in this respect. There are 
numerous ways that we are going to be improving the reading ability 
of our young people but one of them is the exciting introduction of a 
tutor time reading programme.  We recognise that low reading ages 
are a massive barrier to learning, and that having a high reading age 
is an excellent indicator of future academic success.   
 
There is a lot of current research to support both points.  We also are 
committed to developing a love of reading across the school:  
 
‘Reading is the key that open doors to many good things in life. 
Reading shaped my dreams, and more reading helped me make my 
dreams come true.’ Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
 
Over a five-year period with us, our Year 7 students will read upwards of 30 different titles 
across a range of different genres.  We have carefully selected a range of books that not 
only will improve students understanding of language, but that also increases cultural capital 
and enriches their life experience.  The books that students will be reading introduce a range 
of challenging themes and contexts to be explored and discussed.  We will regularly assess 
the progress students are making with their reading by implementing reading tests for 
students whose reading age is below their chronological age.  This will indicate to us the 
students who need extra support. We have already done the initial reading tests in 
September for Years 7-9 and a number of students are already receiving interventions to 
improve their reading. This is in addition to the work that Victoria Howard is doing with the 
English teachers in Years 7-9 with the accelerated reader programme and the excellent 
library that encourages students being able to read for pleasure.  
 
There are several ways that you as parents and carers can support reading and the 
development of skills that support effective comprehension and word knowledge at home:  
 
• Encouraging students to read at a set time each day so that it becomes part of their daily 

routine.  
• Ask questions about the books being read in school about the plot, themes, characters 

etc.  
• Model reading for pleasure by reading books in front of your children.  
• Play family board games that support the development of vocabulary and word 

knowledge (such as charades, Pictionary, Scrabble, Articulate, Boggle amongst many 
others).  
 

In lessons we now have a greater focus on the development and understanding of 
vocabulary.  You will find that as we move through the year that homework will involve 
students learning how to spell, learn the definitions and how to apply in context a wide range 
of new words.  It is useful if you support your child by asking them about the new words that 
they are learning.  
 
I will be writing regularly to keep you updated on all of these areas as we progress through 
the year.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
Nicola Mooney 
Deputy Headteacher 


