
 

July 2018 

 

Parents, welcome to the July edition of Forest Matters. You will see from the various 
articles much has happened since our last newsletter.  Throughout the year there have 
been many different activities for the students of the school  to take part in, as I write a 
group of students are enjoying the Mediterranean sunshine in The South of France, last 
week we had a visit to the air show at Fairford there are many more activities that you 
will read about in this and other newsletters.  I am proud of the range of opportunities 
that students are able to participate in.   

Last week we held an awards evening for our Key Stage 3 students.  At The Forest High 
School we believe strongly that success, effort and commitment should be rewarded 

and this evening was the pinnacle of our awards system.  Over 60 students were rewarded for their progress and 
effort in all subject areas.  This event will be held annually and I would like to congratulate all the prize winners 
and thank all the local businesses that sponsored the awards.   

Two recent events organised by the Friends of Forest High (FoFH) The Year 11 Prom and School Fete have helped 
to bring the school closer to the community.  Both events were superbly organised and enable students, parents 
and members of the local community to see the school in a very positive way.  We are extremely grateful to    
members of FoFH for their hard work and commitment in ensuring these events were so successful. 

As I have mentioned in previous newsletters attendance and attainment are linked, students who attend school 
over 95% of the time achieve better GCSE results (relative to starting points) than those who attend less than 
95%.  I am pleased to tell you that school attendance has increased this year and I thank you for your efforts in 
encouraging your children to attend school.  

On July 11th and 12th we were very pleased to invite Ofsted Inspectors back into the school for a full inspection. 
Due to the end of the school year the report will be published in September, I will ensure that as soon as it is    
published there will be a copy placed on the school website. 

The end of the school year is traditionally when staff leave and join the school. 
We say farewell to Mr Brown, Dr Pearson, Miss Bell, Mr Evans, Mr Woodhead 
and Miss Wilkins who all leave for ventures new, and Mrs Gabb who  is             
retiring.  All these staff have made a significant contribution to the school, I am 
sure like myself you would wish to thank all these staff for their hard work and 
contribution to school life and the betterment of the students whilst at The      
Forest High School.  However, I would like to give  extra mention and thanks to 
Mrs Gabb who has been a member of staff at The Forest High School for 29 
years.  Mrs Gabb is one of the reception team who always greets visitors with a 
smile, she will be greatly missed by staff and students.  For September we have 
recruited experienced subject specialists as replacements for the staff that are 
leaving to take up new posts. 

I hope you have a restful summer break and look forward to the start of the new 
term on Wednesday September 5th 2017.     

                                                                                                                                                                                      Paul Holroyd 
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Key Stage 3 Award Evening 

On Monday 9 July 2018,  60 students were recognised for their progress and achievement across all of the subjects in 

each year group—7, 8  and 9.  

We were delighted that Andy Lewis, MBE agreed to join us as our guest speaker for the evening. Andy is a European, 

World and Gold medal winning Paralympic Tri-Athlon Champion. Andy presented each student with their certificate 

and a £10 Amazon voucher; we would like to express our gratitude to the following local businesses/organisations for 

funding all of the £750 in vouchers:  

The Forest of Dean Buddy Club, Mid-Counties Co-operative, KW Bell Limited, The Globe Veterinary Surgery, Freedom 

Leisure (Cinderford), Belfitts Coaches, Friends of Forest High, Monarch Recruitment, Supply Desk Recruitment, The 

Locksmiths & Security Centre, BASF Metal Re-cycling, Hale & Co (Drybrook) Limited, Pro-tech Windows Limited, 

Springmakers Limited, Forest Carpets, Pitman Blackstock White Solicitors and Prospero Teaching. 

This year, the Governing Body of The Forest High School introduced two new awards—The Community Award and the 

Resilience Award.  We would like to thank the Chair of the 

Governing body, Nigel Johnson for commissioning and funding 

the beautiful hand-carved wooden trophies. Congratulations 

to Sam Bennett and Billy Griggs as the very first recipients, 

they each received a £15 Amazon voucher.  

We would also like to thank Mrs Mott for her wonderful dis-

plays of flowers for the evening, and to the parents for         

supporting the event.  
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Congratulations to the award recipients: 

 

Mya Annetts, Chris Astill, Daisy Aston, Milli Atkinson-Turner, Chanel Baldwin, Luke Belcher, George Bendall, 

Sam Bennett, Alex Bircher, Jess Blackwood, Maisy Bowles, Jazmin Brain, Ebony Brannigan, Masie Bullock,  

Riley Bullock, Aaron Burge, Millie Coleman, Dakota Davies, Chloe Davies, Marlene Du Paz-Martins,  Harvey Edwards, 

 Tyler Ann Elske, Lewis Giles, Nyah Gough, Billy Griggs, Jamie Harris, Jemma Harrison,  Liam Hately, Jason Heaphy,  

Abbie Knight, Blade Leach, Jensen Matthews, Rebecca Meek, Cobe Niblett, Naomi Niblett, Bobbie-Marie Parrish,  

Kasey Penning, Callum Phillips, Alex Powell, Madi Sheen,  Summer Szoltysik, Alexi Thomas, James Thomas,  

Jolie Thomas, Daisy Tonkunya, Maria Towey, Aaliyah Turner, Caleb Turner, Rylan Turner, Ruby Weare,  

Sophie Whitfield, Caitlin Whitmore, Harry Wilkins, Liam Wilkins, Raven Williams, Chloe Williams, Aimee Wilson,  

Poppy Woods, Ian Woodward and Katelyn Workman. 
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Student Achievements Outside School 

We are delighted that three    
Forest High School students are 
winners in the year 7 poetry 
competition at the annual 
Mitcheldean Festival.  First prize 
went to    Daisy Aston and third 
prize to Alesha McStraw, with a 
highly commended award to 
Ashley Thomas. The students 
have been invited to read their 
poems at the festival on Satur-
day 21st   July.  Daisy Aston was 
invited into Radio Gloucester-
shire on Saturday 14 July to 
speak with Faye Hatcher.  Thank 
you to Mrs Adams in the school library for her enthusiasm and encouragement. Congratulations to them all! 

 

 

 

Sea Cadet, Kelsey Trickett was chosen to spend a week in June on a 
naval acquaint course based at HMS Raleigh in Devon. Kelsey says, 

“The course gave me an insight into what it would be like to join the 
Royal Navy and during the week I took part in many different tasks 
including:  

• An assault course 

• A sea safety survival   exercise 

• Orienteering 

• Fire fighting 

• Emergency first aid. 

 

I also visited the HMNB      
Devonport Naval Base which 
is the largest naval base in 
Western Europe.  

I am hoping to join the Royal 
Navy when I am 18 to train as 
a chef.” 
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We are very proud of our         
students, and those who will join 
us in September for taking part in 
the Race for Life on Tuesday 3rd 
July.  

Due to the extreme weather con-
ditions, the 5k route was  reduced 
to 3K around the school grounds.  

Congratulations to all who took 
part and as a result, we raised an 
amazing £1409.70 for Cancer   
Research. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award  

We have just completed the first year that the Duke of 
Edinburgh has been delivered at The Forest High 
School. I am really proud of the students’ progress and 
successes whilst working to achieve their Duke of     
Edinburgh Bronze award. 
 
I have been privileged to receive positive reports from 
activity assessors and other staff. I would like to thank 
the parents who have been instrumental in supporting 
their children by driving them to and from activities 
and encouraging them in all aspects of their skills, 
physical, voluntary and expedition elements of the 
award. Many of the students have completed all sec-
tions and are awaiting validation of their Bronze award 
whilst some others are almost done and just ned to 
collect their last pieces of evidence.  
 
Registration for next year is open now, and I am      
looking forward to working with the new Bronze 
award group and continue to work with the five pupils 
who are looking to move onto the silver award. The 
silver award will give them opportunities to further 
their skills and challenge themselves even more.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
I would like to thank Mrs Rodgers and Mrs Maxwell for 
their time and unending commitment to the students, 
and also to Mr Mott and the Senior Leadership Team 
for the support they have given this year.  If you wish 
to know more about what The Duke of  Edinburgh 
Award can offer your child please visit https://
www.dofe.org/ or contact Karen Rodgers at The Forest 
High School. Registration for the Bronze and Silver 
Award can be paid via our school ParentPay system.                                                                      
Mr Perry                  

                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dofe.org/
https://www.dofe.org/
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Green Pioneers 

 

Following on from the Co-operative Outward Bounds 
course in March 2018 this group of students’ next 
step in the programme was to create and present an 
entry for a regional competition called ‘Plastic is not 
Fantastic’. The students travelled to Chateau  Impney 
in Droitwich in May 2018 with Mrs Rogers  and were 
delighted to win it.  Each student in the group was 
presented with a £15 iTunes voucher and £1000 for 
The Forest High School.  
 
The group has also visited the Co-op Store in Valley 
Road to investigate the store’s sustainability and   
suggest improvements to it.  Congratulations to them 
all, they are a real credit to The Forest High School, 
and their parents. Each student has now been awarded the John Muir Award (an environmental award scheme); it has 
been a privilege to work with them, on this project.                                                                            Miss Bell                                                                                                                    
 
 

Cheltenham Science Festival 

 

Fourteen of our year 10 students were given the opportunity of attending the      
Cheltenham Science Festival. We spent the morning listening to inspirational       
speakers who spoke to students about careers they could pursue linked to STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.) Tom Smith and James Monteith were 
invited to help out with Versarian’s presentation about the future of technology    
involving a product called graphene. We were enlightened to possible and exciting 
careers in cyber security and maths and had a fun and interactive presentation about 
bodily functions and the digestive system! After a short break for lunch we had an 
opportunity to visit different innovative companies in the discover zone and the    
students took part in many different scientific activities as well as meeting R2D2!  

Mrs Rodgers 
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Sports Day 

 

All students took part in a range of 15 activities on offer. Alongside 

the traditional team sports like Tag Rugby, Rounders, and        

Football, students also competed in  Quick Cricket, Basketball, 

Benchball, Badminton, Pool,  Table Tennis, Boules, Endball and 

Ultimate Frisby.   

The students were competing for points in their respective 

house— Incendium and Glaciem.  

After lunch, staff and students took part in a water 

fight to cool down before the finale—the athletics 

events. The whole school cheered on the           

participants in the 100m, 200m and 4 x 100m         

relay and the encouragement really did make all 

the   difference to the competitors.   

This year’s winning house was Incendium .  

We would like to thank Boots in Cinderford for 

their donation of sun-cream to the school and to 

the Co-op store in Valley Road for their donation 

of bottles of water for students without a            

refillable bottle.  



Rewarding Good Behaviour and Attendance 
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Students with over 96% attendance since 

September 2017 and positive behaviour 

points were given the opportunity to visit 

Drayton Manor Theme Park on 12 July 

2018. 

Forty-six students enjoyed a fun packed 

day. The highlight of the day being the      

log-flume where Mr Hopkins bravely got 

soaked on numerous occasions!   

County Rounders Championships  

Forest High School’s Year 8 rounders team 
attended the County Rounders Championships 
after qualifying through to the district        
championships. 

The team played in some tightly contested 
matches and gave a good account of           
themselves in every match.   

Unfortunately, whilst qualifying for the knock-
out stages, the team were unable to progress 
to the final. However, they managed to secure 
6th position. Given that we are the smallest of 
the 42 secondary schools in the county, this 
represents a massive achievement. Well done 
girls!   

 

 



RAF Fairford International Air Tattoo 
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On 13th July, we had the opportunity to visit RAF Fairford in this special 100th anniversary year for the RAF.  

There was a fabulous display of very old bi-planes alongside the very latest technology in modern aircraft.  There were 

aerial displays for most of the days, the highlight of which was the Red Arrows and vintage planes from the Battle of 

Britain Memorial Flight including an old Spitfire and a Lancaster Bomber.  

Everyone has a great experience 

students commented: “It was a 

once-in a lifetime experience”, “It 

was awesome! It started raining 

for the first time in the heatwave. 

My favourite plane was the Flying 

Flea”, “It was amazing and fun. 

There were lots of activities. My 

favourite planes were the Red 

Arrows”, “I liked meeting the 

different people from different 

countries and seeing loads of 

planes – a once in a lifetime     

experience” 



Year 11 Prom 

Year 11 students celebrated leaving 
school with style on Thursday 28th June. 
Students enjoyed a  reception at school 
before proceeding to The  Bells Hotel and 
Country Club  for a fabulous two course 
meal and disco, and our very own  band! 

We would like to especially thank the 
members of the Friends of Forest High 
PTA group for fundraising with the Year 
11 students and organising this year’s 
prom.  

Congratulations to Prom King,  Connor 
Bennett and Prom Queen, Summer Allen. 

July  2018 
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Friends of Forest High 

We would like to thank our students, parents, local 
community and members of staff for their generous 
support at the school fete on  

The afternoon was full of fun and laughter and 
raised over £1000. 

The weather was gorgeous and many teachers      
appreciated the ‘Soak the Teacher’ stall which was 
very popular with the students too! 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries -   

Our school website has the full calendar of events for the year  -  http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events 

Monday 3 & Tuesday 4 September 2018 INSET days 

Wednesday 4 September 2018 Students return to school  

Wednesday 19 September 2018 School Photos 

Thursday 20 September 2018 Year 7 Teambuilding at Viney Hill 

Friday 21 September 2018 Year 9 HPV Vaccinations 

Tuesday 25 September 2018 Students Finish at 1.40pm 

Open Evening  

Wednesday 3 October 2018 Year 11 Expectations Evening & Parents’ Evening 

Friday 19 October 2018 INSET day 

Monday 22 October—Friday 26 October 2018 Half Term Break  

Tuesday 3 November Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 29 November Year 7 Parents’ Settling in Evening 

Monday 3 December Key Stage 4 Prizegiving Event 

First Aid  

 

Congratulations to  the students who 
have completed their QA Level 3 
Award in Emergency First Aid at Work.  
They have been working on this during 
after-school sessions over a number of 
weeks and now have the qualification 
which is valid for three years.   

http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events

