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THE FOREST  
HIGH SCHOOL
To inspire students to become confident, ethical and 

compelling individuals with the aspiration and qualities to 
shape a better future for all.



Welcome from  
the Headteacher
Thank you for your interest in The Forest High School.  It is my 
privilege to be the Headteacher of a school with so much 
potential.  I positively chose to move to FHS from an 
outstanding school because I could see the potential for this 
school to be outstanding.

Since September 2019 we have seen a very significant 
improvement in the recruitment of high quality teachers and 
the quality of teaching and learning in the school.  We have 
expanded our curriculum with the introduction of a rapid 
improvement programme in Year 7 for students who need to 
improve their foundation skills. 

From September 2021 we will be offering the BTEC Creative 
Media Production course, thanks to a significant investment 
from our sponsor.  In September 2020 we introduced a new 
school day that offers all students the opportunity to choose 
from a range of enrichment courses.  Our Future Programme 
offers students careers advice from Year 7 to 11.  Finally, the 
school site has benefitted from a significant investment over 
the last year and we are now proud to show it to visitors.

The staff team at FHS has high expectations of all students.  
We also take great care to support all students with their 
academic and personal development.  We seek to empower 
our young people through a student council, leadership roles, 
sports, leadership, arts and outdoor pursuits.

There are many opportunities for parents and carers to 
participate in the life of the school and we are always looking 
for new ideas in this area.  We know that young people 
develop most successfully when there is a strong partnership 
at home and school.  

Our students make FHS a special place; I would be delighted 
to meet with you personally to show you our school in action.

John Whitehead
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Shared values.  
Pride in belonging
Our Sponsor
The Forest High School is now sponsored by South Gloucestershire and Stroud College (SGS) 
through the SGS Academy Trust. 

In their recent OFSTED inspection, SGS achieved the outstanding designation for Leadership  
and Management, Student Support, preparing students for employment, Sport, Performing Arts, 
Visual Arts and Business. The expertise of our sponsor in these areas will provide many  
opportunities for students at The Forest High School.

Entry Points
We are an 11-16 school and we work closely in  
partnership with our partner primary schools  
to ensure a smooth and positive transition for both  
the child and their family. Open events and taster  
days are held in the year preceding entry. 

We also welcome new families to the area and should  
your child wish to join us at other points of the year  
our priority is to ensure that they feel quickly at home  
and at ease in the school.



Introducing  
our sponsor
South Gloucestershire and Stroud 
(SGS) College is the largest 
post-16 provider in the Greater 
Gloucestershire Area.

Over 4000 16-19 year olds have access to 150+ 
academic and vocational courses at the three main 
campuses in Stroud, Gloucestershire and Filton and 
Stoke Gifford in South Gloucestershire. 

SGS formed the SGS Academy Trust in 2014 to 
support primary, secondary and special schools in 
the Greater Gloucestershire area who feel that their 
school needs to benefit from efficiencies of scale 
gained by working with the College. All schools in 
the Trust will have access to the physical, human 
and intellectual support available from the College.

September 2017 sees the opening of the 
new ‘Green’ College Campus at Berkeley in 
Gloucestershire, specialising in Engineering and 
Construction. Alongside Berkeley Green, the Trust 
is opening a new University Technical College (UTC)  
which will offer a broad and rich curriculum with 
options for students to  specialise in Engineering, 
Advanced Manufacturing, Digital and Cyber and 
Applied Science (Sport).  The Trust is also opening 
an all-through school in South Gloucestershire; The 
Pegasus School will offer specialist provision for 
students with special educational needs. 

Ofsted rated the College’s Leadership and 
Management as Outstanding  in 2014, and the 
specialist staffing and well-resourced back-office 
support teams provide all our sponsored schools 
access to a wide variety of services at a fraction of 
the cost of providing them locally, saving money 
which is then reinvested to support teaching and 
learning.

For more information on SGS visit our website at  

www.sgscol.ac.uk

4

SGS Stroud Campus

SGS WISE Campus, Bristol

SGS Filton Campus, Bristol

Academy 
Trust
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Progression  
Opportunities:  

Gloucestershire  
College
SGS College works in partnership with  
Gloucestershire College where there are 
many progression opportunities available.

Many of our students go on to study A Levels,  
apprenticeships, post-16 vocational and  
higher education courses at Gloucestershire  
College campuses in the Forest of Dean,  
Gloucester and Cheltenham.

The Gloucestershire College Forest of Dean  
Campus offers an excellent Sixth Form,  
alongside a wide variety of career focused  
options, including arts, catering, construction  
and building services, IT and computing,  
hairdressing and beauty therapy, health,  
social care and early years, music technology  
and outdoor adventure courses.

The University of  
Gloucestershire
The University of Gloucestershire  
provides support for the school in raising  
the aspiration of all students wishing to  
progress to university.

Students have access to workshops,  
visiting lecturers and specialist resources  
as appropriate. 
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Photos: courtesy of the University of Gloucestershire
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We support all our young people 
to become outstanding learners by  
following the FHS core values, so  
that they become:
• highly cooperative learners who actively support others in their learning

• polite, kind, supportive and respectful of others at all times

• guardians of a safer and cared for school environment

• independent and self motivated learners

• organised, reliable and on time with all deadlines

• punctual to school and lessons

• listen carefully to their teacher’s advice and use that advice to improve their work

• resilient in the face of challenges

• questioning and willing to do their own research

• willing to listen to the opinions of others

• willing to do extra study to improve in those areas of their studies that they find difficult

• willing to praise and celebrate the learning achievements of others
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A safe and supportive 
environment
Outstanding learning opportunities  
for all students is our number one priority.

Starting secondary school can be a daunting experience and in recognition of this we have  
a safe play area dedicated to Year 7 students with target walls, a large hard court games area,  
a health circuit, large grassed areas and a large cover space with seating.  An array of equipment 
is made available for their use during recreation periods.  The library is open throughout the day 
for reading, research including Internet access and for our homework club after school.

As a school we pride ourselves on the individual care we give to the personal development of 
our students.  We believe in providing a supportive environment where all students can achieve 
to their full potential.  

There will be a focus on making  
sure that every student has the  
literacy, reading and numeracy  
skills to be successful as they  
move through the school.
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Strength through  
knowledge
We aim to give our students the best education possible, encouraging  
their individual aptitudes, developing skills for life and a positive, confident outlook. 

A richer curriculum 
 
We have an absolute focus on active learning through investigation and problem solving and believe 
students develop through hands-on learning and dynamic enrichment opportunities. 

Students shape  
their learning
Here at The Forest High School we actively  
encourage our students to:

• play a key leadership role in shaping their  
 learning experiences.
• work alongside teachers, the senior  
 leadership team and governors to  
 continuously improve learning and teaching.
• be the drivers in a range of extra-curricular  
 clubs and activities.

The Forest High School equips students with  
the skills, attitudes and awareness needed for  
life in the 21st century. Working alongside  
businesses, industry, colleges and universities  
we understand what they require from young  
people in the real world. SGS College is also  
an Associate Faculty of the University of  
Gloucestershire and being our sponsor, is able  
to provide the school with excellent  
progression links.

Enrichment
Ensuring our students receive a rich experience during their years with us is vital. These opportunities can 
really enhance students’ learning and help to develop the whole child by broadening their life skills and 
building their resilience. Working in partnership with our sponsor SGS, we aim to provide outstanding 
enrichment opportunities including sport, the Arts and STEM activities.
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Pathway to learning
Our exciting curriculum offers students courses and pathways  
consistent with their abilities and aptitudes.  They are encouraged to  
aim high and progress at a rate which is challenging and supports  
them.  At Key Stage 3 students study a range of subjects including:  
English, mathematics, geography, design technology, performing arts,  
PE, health and social education, travel and tourism, citizenship and  
religious education. 

At Key Stage 4 students can choose from a wide range of  
qualifications which include academic and vocational subjects.   
We are proud of the range of vocational qualifications on offer, with  
support from our sponsor SGS.  The school has a dedicated area for  
the delivery of hair styling enrichment courses.  Students also have  
access to SGS college resources including vocational courses  
such as Construction.

Our focused and tailored academic and vocational curriculum offers  
a range of courses with progression to post-16 apprenticeships,  
university and beyond.

 

The Futures programme
The Futures Programme offers all students with advice and guidance from Yr 7 to 11. 

In Yr 7 we will focus on the students ambitions and aspirations for themselves.  We will support 
them in developing a clear route way to where they want to be.  We know that students who have 
ambition and a clear sense of direction from Yr 7 will work hard and make real progress.    
In Yr 10/11 all students will receive personalised careers advice in a series of 1:1 interviews.
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“ The Forest High School 

understands that personal skills 

and attributes are essential to every 

young person’s future and therefore 

the school deliberately seeks out a 

broad range of experiences for all  

its students”
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Passion for sport:
learning for life
PE and Sport
Within our 22-acre campus we enjoy an excellent  
range of facilities which includes:

• 25m swimming pool
• sports hall and gymnasium
• squash and tennis courts
• a superbly equipped fitness suite and a separate  
 ‘trixter bikes’ fitness suite
• large playing fields which support a wide range of  
 outdoor sports and athletics according to the season
• open access to the Forest itself for orienteering and  
 mountain biking
• a full size synthetic turf pitch which accommodates  
 football and hockey
• dedicated PE and Sport classroom

Throughout all years, students participate in high quality 
PE and Sport. Qualifications meet individual student’s 
developmental needs and interests and offer many 
opportunities for leadership and coaching. We enjoy 
excellent relationships with local sporting clubs and 
students represent the school and county at various events.
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The Forest High School equips students with  
the skills, attitudes and awareness needed for  
life in the 21st century. 

School portfolios
Parents have access through the on-line communications portal to a student’s achievements and 
attainment from Year 7 through to Year 11. This serves as an excellent continually up-dated overview 
of a student’s engagement with school life and opportunities.

Houses and student leaders
All students belong to one of three Houses: Attenborough, Farah or Parks.

Each House is led by a Head of House, a Deputy Head of House, and a team of tutors.  Tutors have 
responsibility for the personal and academic development of each student in their tutor group and 
they are the first point of contact for parents.

Tutor time is a key part of the school day in which students have an opportunity to build 
relationships, meet as a House in assemblies and take part in an excellent Personal, Social & Health 
Education (PSHE) programme.  This programme promotes the students well-being and deepens 
the bonds within our school community.

Inter House competitions and rewards are run on a weekly basis and are linked directly to house 
points.  House points are acquired when students show the school’s core values of Respect, 
Responsibility, Curiosity and Resilience.  The House system brings a real sense of belonging to the 
school.

Year 11 are given the opportunity to put themselves forward for election to the FHS student senior 
leader team.  Each tutor group elects two of it’s members to sit on the Student Council.  The 
Student Council play a leading role in making key decisions about the development of the school’s 
culture.

Two lead students are elected after nomination by their teachers and their peers.  The senior 
student team help with the running of key events such as Open Evening.

Overall FHS is a vibrant school in which the voice of the students valued.
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Students are our 
number one priority 
and all staff, governors 
and trustees work 
together with a 
common aim of 
providing a safe 
and vibrant learning 
environment in which 
all learners can reach 
their potential and 
have a positive time 
at school. Parents and 
carers are very much 
part of the whole 
school community 
and we welcome your 
input through links 
with Parent Governors, 
Parents’ Forum and 
involvement with the 
school.

Chair of Governors –  
Nigel Johnson, Chair 
of the Local Governing 
Body.

The Forest High School, Causeway Road, Cinderford, Gloucestershire  GL14 2AZ         
T: 01594 822257     I     www.foresthigh.org.uk     I     E: info@foresthigh.org.uk    

In partnership to  
inspire future success
Parents want a true partnership and this is  
exactly what The Forest High School offers.

We value highly our partnership with parents and make 
many opportunities available throughout the year for 
parents to work alongside our staff.

Our commitment to you
Through our Home/School Agreement signed by parents, students 
and ourselves we ensure that we each know and accept our 
responsibilities.
The school agrees to:
• Provide a safe place for your child to learn
• Insist on high standards of behaviour based upon respect,  
 courtesy and consideration towards each other
• Prepare lessons thoroughly and mark work promptly and  
 constructively
• Regularly set, mark and monitor homework for all students
• Provide an appropriate curriculum for all students, including  
 a wide range of extracurricular activities
• Set independent study on a regular basis
• Insist on good attendance and punctuality
• Keep parents regularly informed about concerns, progress  
 and school matters
• Provide and promote the use of the personal planner by  
 monitoring its use in tutor time
• Recognise and reward good effort and attainment
• Encourage students to take an active interest in extra activities.

Parent governors and parents’ forum
Parents are invited to join the parents’ forum which helps us to 
continuously improve the school offer. Two parent governors are 
elected to serve on the Local Governing Body.

Friends of Forest High (FoFH)
The newly formed FoFH is a group of parents and school staff with 
the aim of increasing the school’s involvement in the local community 
whilst raising funds to support students at The Forest High School.   
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In partnership to inspire future success

Academy 
Trust


