
Forest Matters
January 2017

Welcome
Welcome to The 
Forest High School 
Newsletter for 
term 2. As the new 
Headteacher I 
would like to take 
this opportunity  
to introduce 

myself, Paul Holroyd; and tell you 
about my first few days at The Forest 
High School. 

I have been a Headteacher for over ten years; 
prior to joining The Forest High School I was the 
Executive Principal of two Special Schools in Bristol 
offering primary and secondary education for 
pupils with Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
difficulties. Previously I was the Headteacher 
for the Gloucestershire and Forest Alternative 
Provision School. My teaching career started in a 
variety of mainstream schools and before my time 
in special education I was the Inclusion Manager 
and SENCO at Bournside School in Cheltenham. 
As I said to the parents at the Parent’s Forum in 
December, I feel privileged and honoured to have 
been appointed as Headteacher at The Forest  
High School.

Clearly with a new Headteacher comes new and 
different ideas to previous Headteachers; I also 
realise you have had a succession of Headteachers 
in recent times. I am fully committed to ensuring 
that The Forest High School becomes the school 
of choice for parents in Cinderford and the 

surrounding areas and that the school becomes 
a hub for the local community. As I stated on the 
school website on my appointment; “I am under no 
illusion when accepting this post. My role will be to 
make sure the quality of the teaching and learning 
improves and that we exit from special measures 
as soon as possible but I will also make sure we 
redefine and establish those links within the 
community again”. Simply put, I want the very best 
teaching and very best resources for your children.

At the Parents Forum in December the idea of 
re-introducing a Parent Teachers Association was 
discussed. I have had interest from both parents 
and staff in this idea and I can inform you that 
an initial meeting of this group will take place on 
Wednesday 1 February 2017 at 5.30pm in the school 
library. I am hoping that the first event could be 
an Easter Extravaganza to be held at the school 
shortly before we break up for Easter.

Please can I remind all parents about the 
importance of attendance and how examination 
success is often linked to good attendance. Studies 
have shown that pupils with 90% attendance are 
likely to achieve 1 grade lower in each GCSE subject 
than those with attendance greater than 95%. 
Pupils with attendance at below 90% are deemed 
to be persistent absentees.

Something else discussed at the Parents Forum 
was communication, and we agreed that we would 
implement a ‘good ideas’ inbox. Therefore, should 
you have any ideas that you feel would help us to 
improve the school and communication between 
parents, please email them to:  
ideas@foresthigh.org.uk

I look forward to working with you and meeting 
you in the near future.
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Fundraising Activities at Forest High
Shoebox Appeal 
Since October staff and students at 
The Forest High School have been 
busy filling shoeboxes. Individual 
items have been donated as well as 
prefilled boxes. 
Two members from Teams 4U, Keith and 
Sandy, picked up the boxes on Wednesday 16th 
November to begin their journey to Romania. In 
total the school collected a staggering 36 boxes. 
A great achievement!

Keith and Sandy commented: “The students 
were a credit to the school. We would like to 
thank parents/carers, students and staff for their 
generous donations that made this possible.”

Children in Need
The school held a non-uniform day on Friday 18th 
November to raise money for Children in Need. A grand 
total of £246.26 was raised and a further £20 went towards 
the total after a raffle was held to win a very large Scooby 
Doo. Georgina Lowe had the winning ticket and is now the 
proud owner. Well done to all that contributed. 

Poppy Appeal
Throughout the beginning of November students were tasked 
with selling poppies at break times. In total they collected £34.14 
for the Poppy Appeal.
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Aspirations Evening 
Invitation
“You will have received an invitation 
sent home with your child to attend our 
Aspirations Evening on Wednesday Feb 22nd 
from 4.30pm to 7pm. 

We have confirmed a wealth of interactive exhibitors: 
twenty plus employers from the armed forces,  business, 
construction, engineering,  health, hospitality, legal, 
media and construction sectors, six  universities including 
Reading,  Bath, UWE  and Gloucestershire, four FE 
colleges and short seminars for parents on the growing 
world of apprenticeships, STEM and new technologies 
in the rural environment. All years are invited and 
the evening is designed to give your child a deeper 
understanding of where they could aspire to in their 
future careers. Please return the slips provided.”

Creative Arts
The Creative Forest Department were pleased to secure two of our 
students a place with the 2016 Music for Youth Proms, organised 
by Gloucestershire Music. 
Amy Hamlett  from year 11 and Abbi Bell from year 10 took part in a three day 
rehearsal before given the opportunity to perform in the Royal Albert Hall, London. 

Both girls have thoroughly enjoyed this experience, and are looking forward to 
future concerts. 
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Surname Forename Year Reg Total Achievement Points

Wilkins Liam Year  7 Glaciem:4 885

Ricketts Benjamin Year  7 Glaciem:4 875

Williams Indigo Year  7 Glaciem:4 830

Kear Chelsea Year  7 Glaciem:4 820

Pritchard Milly Year  7 Glaciem:4 800

Workman Katelyn Year  8 Glaciem:4 825

Towey Jack Year  8 Glaciem:4 645

Turner Caleb Year  8 Incendium:4 595

Kiss Shauna Year  8 Glaciem:4 575

Bennett Sam Year  8 Incendium:2 550

Perrett Grace Year  9 Glaciem:4 640

Reed Charlie Year  9 Glaciem:4 600

East Joseph Year  9 Glaciem:4 590

Griffiths Samantha Year  9 Glaciem:4 590

Maddocks Rebecca Year  9 Glaciem:4 550

Smith Donna Year 10 Incendium:5 495

Hyde Laura Year 10 Incendium:6 460

Alexander Paige Year 10 Incendium:5 440

Hall Sophie Year 10 Incendium:5 440

Johnson Rebecca Year 10 Glaciem:5 425

Gregory Monica Year 11 Incendium:7 315

Griggs Oliver Year 11 Glaciem:6 315

Penning Ashley Year 11 Glaciem:6 310

Davis Olivia Year 11 Glaciem:6 300

Hamlett Amy Year 11 Glaciem:6 300

Rewards for Learners    
Rewarding progress and effort is really important to us at The Forest High School. The following students are the 

top five reward points earners for their year group. Congratulations! Look out for your name at the beginning of 

assemblies next term; we’ll be sharing the top reward points earners as well as those with great attendance.


