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Parents,  welcome to the July edition of Forest Matters.  You will see from the various articles much has  
happened since our last newsletter in June. 

Ofsted:  We were very pleased to invite Ofsted Inspectors back into the school at the beginning of July.  The report is 
positive in that it identifies that progress is being made.  The full report will be available on the Ofsted website in         
September and is available on the homepage of our website now.   

Here are some of the highlights from the report: 

 The new headteacher has acted astutely and quickly … secured the confidence of the staff … raising the[ir]                 
expectations. 

 The leadership of teaching has become more effective.          

 Good practice [is] being shared within the school. 

 Senior leaders have had some success in building links with local primary schools. For example, 280 Year 4 and Year 5 
pupils recently visited the school to experience activities in science, technology and mathematics.           

 The school has been successful in recruiting more local people to the governing body. 

 Effective mechanisms now exist to ensure that governors challenge and support senior leaders to increase the pace of 
improvement. 

 The arrangements for keeping pupils safe are effective.  Pupils told inspectors that they feel safe at school.  [There is a] 
vigilant safeguarding culture. 

 The quality of teaching, learning and assessment has improved.  Teachers’ expectations are higher. 

 Pupils are polite, friendly and courteous … open and honest. 

 Pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities … are developing their knowledge and understanding 
more quickly. 

Kevin Hamblin, CEO of SGSAT said “We are delighted to read that the Inspectors acknowledged the Trust’s commitment 
to The Forest High School community.” 

Uniform:  As this is the time of year that uniform is being replaced I thought it timely to remind you that the requirement 
for all students for 2017-2018 is that they must be wearing the Forest High School Blazer (with Forest High School logo) 
and the (purple stripe) Forest High School tie (at KS3 and KS4) for the start of the next academic year.  

Gloucester Citizen Article:  You may be aware of an article that appeared in the Gloucester Citizen on July 7th that     
stated Gloucestershire County Council were concerned about schools in the Forest of Dean and that there may be a 
threat of closure to one of the schools.  Please can I reassure you that our school is not under any threat of closure.  In 
September you will notice that the roofing work to the Block and Science block will be well underway, this £500,000   
investment in the school is evidence that we are here to stay. 

Staff:  The end of the school year is traditionally when staff leave and join the school.  We say farewell to Mr Evans, Mrs 
Cunningham-Smith, Mr Fishwick, Miss Pollard, Mr Deeley, Mrs Temperton and Mrs Melling.  Mr Griffiths is retiring from 
full-time teaching after 35 years in the classroom.  I am sure like myself you would wish to thank all these staff for their 
hard work and contribution to school life and the betterment of the students whilst at The Forest High School.  For     
September we have recruited experienced subject specialists as replacements for the staff that are leaving to take up 
new posts. 

I hope you have a restful summer break and look forward to the start of the new term on September 5th 2017. 

                Paul Holroyd 

http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/news/Ofsted_Jul_2017/ADMIN-SERVER/Users/a_mcginley/Alison%20-%20Oct%202013%20onwards
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Rewarding Good Attendance 

Congratulations to the following         

students who have 100% attendance: 

 
Jack Bendall, Sam Bennett,  
Maisie Bullock, Adam Burford, Lisa Gibbons, Billy Griggs, 
Joshua Hall, Lareana Ingle- Jones, Isabel Jones, Jenson 
Matthews,  Alex Powell, Benjamin Ricketts, Jack          
Robinson, Daisy Tonkunya, Leah Verry, Alfie Warren, 
Liam Wilkins,  Samantha Wilkinson, Sasha Devine, Reece 
Davis-Lewis, Oliver Griggs, Lewis Hall, Philip Hallsworth, 
Matthew Humphries and Alexander Ricketts .  
 

Students with at least 97% attendance and positive     
behaviour were offered the opportunity to go to Drayton 
Manor Theme Park on Monday 17 July. Sixty three      
students enjoyed a fun-packed sunny day at the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

Extreme Reading Competition 

Extreme reading is  a photographic competition for the 
most unusual and entertaining place that the students 
and staff can be caught reading over the summer      
holidays! 

The best photographs taken over the summer holidays 
will win student reward points and be displayed 
around the school. 

Remember to stay safe and be creative!     

Please e-mail all entries to:  

extremereading@foresthigh.org.uk 

Year 4/5 Taster Days 

We welcomed over local 240 primary school pupils to   
Forest High School at the end of June to participate in a 
morning of Science, Technology and Maths lessons.  

Pupils said that their highlight was ‘Egg Drop Challenge’.  

  

 

 

mailto:extremereading@foresthigh.org.uk


Korean Teachers 

We have just said goodbye to the five Korean teachers who have been visiting us for the past few weeks. During 
their last lesson in Art, they showed the students how to make an origami hanbok, and then students had the       
opportunity to actually wear some beautiful silk hanbooks.  

July 2017 



 
 

 

 

July 2017 

 

 

 

ON the last of the Year 6 Induction Days, all our        

students took part in the 3Kilometre  ‘Schools Race for 

Life’. Students could run or walk the course around 

the school grounds. Thank you to all who  supported 

this event—we've collected an amazing £1605.69 so 

far in sponsorship monies. All students were             

Sports Day - 4 July 

All students took part in a range from the  15 activities 

on offer. Alongside the traditional team sports like Tag 

Rugby, Rounders, and Football, students also competed 

in  Quick Cricket, Basketball, Benchball, Badminton, 

Pool,  Table Tennis, Boules, Endball, and Ultimate     

Frisby.   

The students were competing for points in their          

respective house— Incendium and Glaciem. After lunch, 

the finale was the athletics events. The whole school 

cheered on the participants in the 100m, 200m and 4 x 

100m relay , and their  encouragement really did make 

all the difference to the competitors.   

The winning house will be revealed during the Assembly 

on the last day of term! 

 

Sports Leaders  

This term, a group of year 9 students have been working 

with the School Games Organiser Steve Price whilst       

officiating and leading the GPJ games for local primary 

school events which the Forest High have been hosting.   

Primary schools from all over the Forest have been     

competing within a range of activities reliant on the     

guidance and support of our students. Giving a number of 

hours of their own time their conduct and confidence in 

how they have led others has been exemplary and a real 

credit to the schools and themselves.   

A big thank you to all the following students for giving up 

so much of your time for the community: 

Josh Hall, Spencer Hill, Luke Mann, Alex Rawlings, James 

Monteith, Anthony Reynolds, Tom Smith, Ella Jones,    

Milan Matthews, Megan Morgan and Sam Wilkinson 

Particular praise should go to James, Ella, Luke, Spencer 

and Megan for the way in which they led one event      

practically unaided by Mr Price!      Well done all. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3-media2.fl.yelpcdn.com%2Fbphoto%2FkwWnTlvqS-rPCfOs1_QhOw%2Fls.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yelp.co.uk%2Fbiz%2Fpizza-hut-london-54&docid=LDrH7t-GsA-FXM&tbnid=MgHuazhhexmeEM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjFoPPcrI_
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3-media2.fl.yelpcdn.com%2Fbphoto%2FkwWnTlvqS-rPCfOs1_QhOw%2Fls.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yelp.co.uk%2Fbiz%2Fpizza-hut-london-54&docid=LDrH7t-GsA-FXM&tbnid=MgHuazhhexmeEM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjFoPPcrI_
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Summer Fete 

The Friends of Forest High (FoFH) did a fabulous job of arranging the school fete this year which was well supported by 

our students, parents, the local community and members of staff.  The sunny afternoon was full of fun and laughter 

and raised over £1000. 

FoFH  will be inviting students and staff to put forward ideas for what this money could be spent on. The group are 

committed to arranging fun activities throughout the year, and meet regularly to discuss ideas. They welcome new 

members at any time. For more information, please contact Sue Monteith or Karen Rodgers via the school reception.  



 

 

 

 

Year 11 Prom  

Our Year 11 students celebrated leaving school with style on Thursday 29th June. Despite the rain, students enjoyed a  
reception at school before proceeding to The Speech House for a fabulous 3 course meal and disco in the  marquee.  We 
would like to especially thank the members of the Friends of Forest High PTA group (Sue Monteith, Nicky Bowles, Emma       
Bullock who generously gave their time all day to help with the decorations, and were joined by later by Nadine Blewitt, 
Nicky Jones, Hayley Thomas, Sarah Wickes and Tracy Knight outside school to ensure the safety of the students,         
spectators and the prom vehicles and the tidy-up at school afterwards).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Barry Jessop for taking the photographs, 
the full album is available to view using the following 
link: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/152377977@N08/
albums/72157683207784742 
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Congratulations to Jolene Howard and Daryl Heath-

Byard who were the runaway winners in the Prom King 

and Queen nominations. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/152377977@N08/albums/72157683207784742
https://www.flickr.com/photos/152377977@N08/albums/72157683207784742

