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Newsletter 
 

 

13 September 2019 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 

It's been a very busy week here at the UTC, and the time has simply flown by. Students are settling in 
well, many have finally readjusted to the early mornings, and courses have started in 
earnest. Among all the things we've been doing, I'd like to focus on just three of them. 

A new initiative I'd like to tell you about for our year 10 and 11 students is Tuesday morning reading. 
Students are being read to by their Tutors or other members of the senior team, and our chosen 
book for this term is I Robot by Isaac Asimov. We chose it because we thought the subject matter 
would appeal to our students, but also because it raises philosophical issues that go way beyond its 
sci-fi 
storyline. We hope to engage students in discussion about what it means to be human, and what role 
we think robots and artificial intelligence will play in our future lives. At Berkeley Green, we believe 
passionately in the importance of good literacy. Of course being able to read and write fluently is 
essential for exam and professional success. Its importance goes far beyond this however, as I 
Robot demonstrates. It also gives students an insight into the wider world, and helps develop the 
vocabulary to engage with things beyond their usual experience. 

I spoke with a variety of students this week about how we can improve their experience at break-
time and lunch-time. Some students love to play football and others simply like to chat with their 
friends but I am conscious that some students would like a greater range of activities to choose from. 
I'm very keen that students should approach me with their ideas so if you can encourage your son or 
daughter to come and see me, or email me on louise.davies@berkeleygreenutc.org.uk, I would be 
delighted. On that note, it would be great to have a wider range of board games for students to play. 
If you have a complete, good quality board game that you would be happy to donate to the UTC, 
please send them in to the Heads of Year office. We will be grateful for all donations. 

Finally, I gave a presentation to the year 13 students yesterday about why they might consider 
applying to university. As you would expect of a centre with our specialisms, a large number of our 
students hope to secure high quality apprenticeships. Others might be looking to enter employment 
immediately or to pursue other training opportunities. These are of course valid choices and we will 
support our students with their ambitions. Nonetheless, university and other higher education 
courses can often be combined with apprenticeships, or alongside employment on a part-time basis. 
Understanding how university works and how it might sit alongside other progression routes is 
important. We want our students to make well-informed choices, and we want them to have back-up 
plans. We will be talking to students more about this during the coming weeks and supporting those 
who decide to make applications. In due course, we will send you parental materials to support you 
in discussing theseissues with students. 
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It only remains for me to say I hope you have a lovely weekend, in this glorious sunshine. 

With very best wishes 

 

 

Louise Davies 

Headteacher // SGS BerkeleyGreen UTC 

 


