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23 September 2019 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Thank you for all the support you've given us in ensuring that students are taking pride in their 
appearance and coming to the UTC in appropriate business attire. It was great to see so many smart 
young people entering the building this morning. 
 
Mobile phone use 
 
Since the start of the year we have had several queries from parents regarding the use of mobile 
phones during the school day, so this seems a good time to clarify our policy. Please note that this 
information applies to all year groups. 
 
In short, mobile phones should not be used in any lessons. If students wish to take notes or record 
homework then they must do so in some other way. Most homework information and tasks will be 
posted onto Microsoft Teams and are therefore accessible out of school. There should also be no 
music on during lessons and headphones should be away when in a lesson or moving around the 
school. 
 
Students may use their mobile phones during break and lunch time providing they do so in a 
responsible and mature manner. Any student who is not able to comply with the above will be asked 
to leave their phone with their Head of Year until the end of the day and, in more serious cases, the 
phone may be kept until a parent or carer is able to retrieve it from the school in person. This is a 
sanction we would of course use very sparingly. 
 
If you have any concerns with this policy then please don’t hesitate to contact the Robert Morgan, 
our Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for behaviour for learning, 
on robert.morgan@berkeleygreenutc.org.uk It is important to add that if a student brings a device to 
school, whether a phone, tablet or a laptop, then they are responsible for it at all times, including on 
the buses to and from school. 
 
Post-16 Private Study 
 
For the start of the school year we had ordered a batch of new computers in the student study area 
for use during post-16 private study lessons. However, the company supplying the machines has 
unfortunately gone into receivership. This has meant that for the last three weeks, we have had too 
few computers available outside of lessons, a source of some frustration for staff and students alike. 
I'm delighted to let you know that we have worked with our colleagues at SGS to obtain a total of 16 
additional machines which will be installed over the course of the next week. This will help improve 
students' use of private study time enormously. 
 

 

http://robert.morgan@berkeleygreenutc.org.uk/
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Student setting 
 
During the last three weeks, we have assessed our year 10 students in a variety of different ways to 
help us better understand their needs as learners. As a result, students may now be in different 
groups than those in which they started. We would encourage parents/carers to discuss any 
questions they may have in this regard at the forthcoming Meet The Tutor evening. Information 
about our Meet The Tutor event for students in years 10 and 12 was sent out earlier in the term. 
Please contact reception if you need any further details. 
 
Finally, it was our great pleasure to welcome The High Commissioner to South Africa to the UTC on 
Friday, following a visit to the Bloodhound project. We are really looking forward to watching the 
progress of the project as it moves into its next phase, and hope to bring a live video feed to 
students. If you are a new parent/carer, you will find more information on the Bloodhound 
here http://www.bloodhoundlsr.com/. 

 

Bloodhound Land Speed Record 

Bloodhound LSR is a UK-based project aiming to break the world land 

speed record using the most advanced straight-line racing car ever built. 

www.bloodhoundlsr.com 

With very best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Louise Davies 

Headteacher // SGS Berkeley Green UTC 
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