
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S SCHOOL FOR STEM 
  

2023 PROSPECTUS 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An outstanding school provides a first class academic education. A great 

college delivers excellent technical skills and meaningful links with employers 

and academic partners. At SGS Berkeley Green UTC (University Technical 

College), we provide the best of both worlds, setting you on the path to a 

great career in digital technologies or engineering. 

 

Year 9 and Year 11 are 

important transition points, 

where you will face some vital 

choices about your learning. 

The decisions you make now 

will influence your future. We 

are excited that you are 

thinking of coming to 

Berkeley Green UTC and 

taking advantage of all that we 

have to offer.  

 

At SGS Berkeley Green UTC 

you will feel more like you 

are coming to work each day 

rather than going to school. 

Our fantastic learning 

environment and cutting edge technology will inspire you to work hard and achieve success, 

supported not only by our fantastic teaching staff but also by our employer and university 

partners.  

 

We hope that this prospectus will inform and inspire you to take the next step and I look 

forward to welcoming you to our next open event. 

  

Do you have the attitude and work ethic that 

makes you stand out from the crowd?  

Will you follow your passion for engineering, 

digital technologies and cyber security while studying 

for your GCSEs and A Levels?  

Do you wish to take your learning beyond the 

classroom, engaging in projects and challenges set by 

our industry partners?  

If you answer yes to these three questions then SGS 

Berkeley Green UTC is the place for you. We will 

support you in developing the academic, leadership 

and employability skills that will lead to the 

university degree, apprenticeship or job offer of 

your dreams. 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employers visit SGS Berkeley Green 

UTC every week. The next person 

you bump into in the corridor, 

engineering workshop or Cyber Café 

could be the CEO or the HR manager 

of the company who offer you your 

degree level apprenticeship. This is 

why we are always professional, in the 

way we present ourselves and in the 

quality of our work. 

Getting involved in UTCs offers employers 

the opportunity to ensure the next 

generation has the expertise, employability 

skills and knowledge needed to meet the 

future needs of business. Employers are 

fundamental to UTCs. They play a central 

role in UTCs right from the very beginning 

to identify business needs and the skills 

shortages in the local region. This shapes 

the technical specialisms of the UTC and 

ensures it meets the needs of local 

employers. 

 

 

 

 



  



OUR CURRICULUM 
 

Our tailored curriculum is enhanced from the current national curriculum. 

It allows us to focus our resources onto our specialist subjects, work in partnership with sector 

employers and invest in equipment and resources in addition to ensuring students achieve the expected 

GCSEs required at Key Stage 4.  At KS5 our academic and technical qualifications are enhanced by sector 

specific qualifications, core maths and the EPQ. 

Full details are provided in the curriculum section of the UTC website. 

 



  

 

 

Upon opening in 2017, we were 

awarded over £1 million to spend on 

specialist equipment.  

We invested much of this in our IT 

rooms which contain top-of the-range 

computers with dual screens, running 

all the latest industry standard 

software.  

Our SOC (Security Operations 

Centre) is particularly impressive with 

its tiered seating, six screen monitor 

wall and independent network which 

allows students to explore attack and 

defend scenarios in cyber space. 

After passing through our changing area and 

putting on PPE (Personal Protective 

Equipment), you will be able to access our 

extensive engineering workshops. Here 

students have the opportunity to learn how 

to use hand tools as well as a variety of CNC 

machining technologies. The conventional 

equipment is enhanced by 3D printers, laser 

cutters, mini desktop mills and lathes which 

allow our students to turn their computer 

aided designs into reality. We aim to teach 

our students think like engineers, striving for 

precision and quality in all they do.  

No matter whether you choose to follow 

the Engineering or Digital/Cyber route, you 

will enjoy the opportunity to use our 

professional VEX robotics kit and 

programmable drones. 



  



GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
AND STUDENTS 

 

// PERSONAL ELECTRONIC 

EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING 

MOBILE PHONES  

Students who bring electronic 

equipment to the UTC do so at 

their own risk. It is expected 

that mobile phones will be 

switched off during work time 

and tutor session, unless the 

teacher requests that students 

use their phones as part of the 

lesson. Similar to in a working 

environment, the use of mobile 

phones is allowed during break 

and lunch times. 

// ENRICHMENT  

Students participate in 

enrichment activities as an 

integral part of the UTC week. 

These activities focus on 

developing the students’ physical 

fitness, intellectual abilities and 

practical skills. Where possible, 

we aim to match the enrichment 

opportunities on offer with our 

students’ interests 

// SPORT  

All students in Years 10 and 11 

receive their statutory allocation 

of physical education. 

Dependent on the interests of 

the students, this can range from 

competitive team sports to 

activities designed to promote 

fitness and leadership skills. 

   

  // SUPPORTING YOUR 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS  

Our Values in Practice team has 

extensive experience of 

supporting young people with 

specific learning needs and 

physical disabilities. From the 

beginning of the application 

process, we work closely with 

families to ensure that all 

possible support is put in place 

to maximise each young 

person’s potential. 

 // PHOTO ID  

To enhance the professional feel 

of the UTC, all students are 

issued with a photo ID card/ 

lanyard which they are expected 

to wear at all times. It not only 

allows them access into and 

around the building but also acts 

as a bus pass and provides 

access to the UTC printing 

facilities. 

// SPORTS DAY 

Our end of year sports day is 

slightly different to a traditional 

school. We combine some 

traditional athletic events with 

cross bow shooting, team 

sports, Esports and robot 

football 

 



// TERM TIMES 

SGS Berkeley Green UTC 

operates in accordance with the 

Gloucestershire Local 

Authority’s standard school 

year, comprising a 39-week 

learning year for students. We 

have a longer learning day than 

traditional schools, running from 

9am to 4:20pm. This gives 

students 28 hours of learning 

time per week with a total of 1 

hour for lunch and other breaks 

each day. The exception is 

Friday where formal lessons 

finish at 1.20pm 

// SGS BERKELEY GREEN UTC 

PROFESSIONAL DRESS 

The aim of the professional 

dress code is to: 

• promote an environment of 

professionalism and 

aspiration; 

• support positive behavior; 

• ensure a practical, smart and 

business-like appearance; 

• instill a sense of pride and 

corporate identity. 

All staff and students are 

required to dress in a 

professional, business-like 

manner. 

// TRANSPORT 

SGS Berkeley Green UTC run a 

network of buses to facilitate 

students’ attendance. All 

students eligible for the Pupil 

Premium Grant receive a free 

bus pass. The cost of the bus 

varies, but will usually be 

approximately £900 for the 

year. Buses currently transport 

students from the Thornbury, 

Wotton Under Edge, Stroud and 

Gloucester areas. 

   

  At the start of each academic 

year, we hold an Induction 

Week, where students, staff and 

partner employers get to know 

each other. The students attend 

‘taster lessons’ and all new 

students are assessed so we can 

set their GCSE/GCE targets. 

The students are then given 

their timetables. An example 

timetable and curriculum model 

are included later in this 

prospectus 

 

// LOCKERS  

On payment of a small deposit, 

students may have access to a 

locker to store their personal 

items in during the day. 

 We use their Key Stage 2 (Y6 

SATs) levels, current working at 

grades/levels and expected 

targets to help us develop an 

initial picture of each child. After 

carrying out our own 

assessments, we then revise 

these targets based on our high 

aspirations for their 

achievement.  

We understand that starting at a 

new school can be both exciting 

and daunting. Therefore, upon 

entering the UTC, all students 

are assigned to one of our tutor 

groups. They are supported 

throughout their time at the 

UTC by their form tutor. 

// TRANSITION AND 

STUDENT SUPPORT  

Our students are at the centre 

of everything we do at SGS 

Berkeley Green UTC. We aim 

to support them at every stage 

from their transition into the 

school, through the completion 

of their qualifications to securing 

a place at university, 

apprenticeship or first 

employment. 

Prior to their arrival, we gather 

as much information as possible 

about our students and their 

current attainment from their 

previous schools and parents. 

  



 



 


