Curriculum Booklet
2022 - 2023
Year 11

Dear SGS Forest families,
Welcome to our curriculum booklet for the academic year 2022-2023.
We spent the summer term thinking about the big ideas, important knowledge and key skills that we want our
students to learn in each subject. We also gave a lot of thought to when and how students need to learn these.
The team that led this work are fantastic subject experts. Please contact them with any questions about the
curriculum, emailing them directly if possible or by contacting Reception on 01594 822257 and leaving a message
for them to call you back.
Art

Serena Rivers

serena.rivers@foresthigh.org.uk

Computing

Rhiannon Dashfield

rhiannon.dashfield@foresthigh.org.uk

English

Fenner Clark

fenner.clark@foresthigh.org.uk

French

Rachel Willis

rachel.willis@foresthigh.org.uk

Geography

Rhiannon Dashfield

rhiannon.dashfield@foresthigh.org.uk

Health & Social Care

Santina Iannone

santina.iannone@foresthigh.org.uk

History

Vanessa Hull

vanessa.hull@foresthigh.org.uk

Mathematics

Nicola Mooney

nicola.mooney@foresthigh.org.uk

Media Studies

Victoria Howard

victoria.howard@foresthigh.org.uk

Personal Development

April Booker

april.booker@foresthigh.org.uk

Physical Education

Giorgio Hlad

giorgio.hlad@foresthigh.org.uk

Science

Nicola Mooney

nicola.mooney@foresthigh.org.uk

Sociology

Vanessa Hull

vanessa.hull@foresthigh.org.uk

Sports Studies

Giorgio Hlad

giorgio.hlad@foresthigh.org.uk

In this booklet, you will find the following for each subject:
•

a curriculum intent statement, which explains the purpose of learning that subject and some of the big
ideas, important knowledge and key skills that students will gain from studying it

• a learning journey diagram, showing when students learn different topics in that subject
During the year, we will also be sharing unit plans for each topic, so that students and families can easily see
what they will be studying in that topic and how it fits with other learning.
Happy reading and happy learning!
Alan Dane
Headteacher

WHOLE SCHOOL
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

We honour every student’s entitlement to study all
national curriculum subjects in full until the end of
Year 9, with a wide range of options beyond that.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

We want every student to leave us with the
academic expertise and intellectual confidence that
other young people take for granted.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

We also want every student to develop culturally,
emotionally and socially so that they understand,
and can succeed in, the world beyond school.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

We believe every student has the right for learning
to be scaffolded to meet their needs, so that they
can know and remember powerful knowledge.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

We value every student’s lived experiences as a
young person growing up in the Forest of Dean.

WHOLE SCHOOL
Learning Journey

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

All students are taught not only how to use formal
elements within their art work such as line, tone,
colour, space, texture etc., but to also analyse how
they are used as powerful communication tools. They
experience a variety of media, techniques, processes
and how to work safely. In KS3 students develop their
skills and understanding with progressive complexity
and sophistication, so are able to make informed
choices and work with increasing independence and
choice of specialism at KS4.
All students expand their thinking and develop as
resilient, creative learners who challenge preconceived
ideas. Given the opportunity to think critically and
solve problems encouraging them to question, query
and analyse. Equipping them with the knowledge and
skills to experiment, invent and create their own works
of art, craft, and design.
We value the wide and varying aspects of the world
around us regardless of Race, Religion, Sex or Culture
and we seek to use these differences to enhance our
own learning and personal development. Creativity is
an important part of every pupil’s personal
development and we use this to help develop
expression, self-knowledge, self-esteem and selfconfidence using processes that help make learning
enjoyable.
Every student is encouraged to strive for their best,
developing increased confidence with each creative
obstacle they overcome. We aim to provide an
environment in which students are happy to take risks
and learn problem solving skills by experimenting,
making mistakes, evaluating and making plans for
future success. This skill is transferrable across all
subjects and areas of their life.
By ensuring every student is visually literate, we are
arming them with the life skill that assists them to
make reasonable and intelligent sense of what they see
around them - in every capacity. Helping to foster their
own opinions, be able to justify these and broaden
their own cultural capital by exploring the wider world
and the impact we have on it through our choices and
actions.

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN
Learning Journey

ENGLISH
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Every student builds an understanding of English as a
discipline, as they are guided through historically
foundational texts, genres and movements. They
engage critically in discourse about how and why
writers create meaning culturally, socially and
politically.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student is armed with potent vocabulary,
explicit grammatical structures and adaptable
knowledge that empowers them to become curious
critical thinkers who communicate with accuracy,
precision and flair. With increasing autonomy, they
both access and create artfully compelling text as
readers, writers and speakers.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student uses their understanding of the
literature that has gone before them to become
empowered community members who aspire to
shape our future. They develop a lifelong appreciation
for literature and its role in society.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is inducted into the patterns and
traditions of English, such that they progress with
confidence through using and critiquing these. This
process demystifies English for all students and makes
success accessible by breaking down knowledge and
skills into distinct blocks that are explicitly taught and
deliberately practised.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student uses their knowledge to access texts
and their abstract concepts with depth and expertise.
Through this, they influence their own lives, the lives
of their families and society.

ENGLISH
Learning Journey

FRENCH
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Every student has the opportunity to study a language
at KS3, studying a variety of topics covering both
language and cultural themes. Students are
encouraged to continue their language learning at
KS4.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student learns the core vocabulary and grammar
to understand and create a variety of language
through different topics and themes. They enhance
their learning through listening, speaking, reading and
writing tasks to advance their communication skills.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

As well as language skills, every student learns about a
range of cultures for the language they study,
including festivals and events in the Francophone
world. They develop their communication skills
through a variety of activities in class which can be
transferred across a range of subjects.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for so that they can access
every lesson and know and remember the core
vocabulary and grammar needed to succeed.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student learns not just a new language but key
communication and social skills that can support them
in a wide range of environments not only during their
education but into their adult lives as well.

FRENCH
Learning Journey

GEOGRAPHY
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Every student explores topics, issues and theories
across the World’s continents allowing for exploration
at a human, physical and environment level. This is in
line with the national curriculum and beyond.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student explores the core fundamentals of the
‘four spheres’ of Geography; hydrosphere,
atmosphere, biosphere and lithosphere. allowing for
understanding alongside skills, across scale and
through topical issues.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student recognises, evaluates and considers
contentious issues which may impact people and
habitats beyond their local sphere. Students are
challenged to consider a range of cultural, social and
economic views at a local and global scale.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for so that they will know,
understand and evaluate geographical issues within a
local and global scale and how this impacts humans.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student is encouraged to consider the evidence
and impacts of Geography in their local area. They are
given opportunities to apply their knowledge within
local fieldwork.

GEOGRAPHY
Learning Journey

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student who studies Health & Social Care
benefits from this broad and challenging course, the
teaching of which we have sequenced to build
knowledge and understanding of human heath and
social care needs, before exploring the services which
are designed to meet these needs and the varied
roles in these sectors.
Every student acquires knowledge that gives them
power to understand their own health, growth and
development, as well as that of others, so that they
can play an active part in shaping health and social
care services, whether that be as a employee, user or
voter.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student is encouraged to consider taking Health
& Social Care as one of their option subjects. While it
is a course that can have particular vocational
benefits, it is also one that requires academic rigour
and which pushes students to critically evaluate key
issues.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for, with teaching and
learning scaffolded so that they can succeed
regardless of need or background. For students who
have not always lived in the UK, this course is one
that gives them insight into particular features of life
in Britain and career opportunities.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student can apply learning in Health & Social
Care to their own life and experiences. The health
and social care sectors are major employers in the
Forest of Dean, with many of our students aspiring to
careers in these fields.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Learning Journey

HISTORY
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

By the end of Year 9, every student has studied a
broad sweep of History from the pre-historic to the
present day, developing a sense of chronology and an
understanding of what is distinctive about each
period. Students who take only KS3 History have a
well-rounded, comprehensive understanding and
those who continue to KS4 have a solid foundation
upon which to build.
Every student acquires a detailed body of knowledge
and develops the critical thinking skills which enable
them to create new knowledge as they encounter new
information throughout their lives. Students learn
how to study, speak and write like Historians, using a
rich range of specialist academic language. They
understand History as a discipline including the
distinctive nature of Historical knowledge and how it is
constructed.
Every student understands the impact of actions upon
the world by studying events through both a national
and individual lens. Students encounter sensitive
subject matter and will learn norms for expressing
their views and understanding difference in civil
society. They are empowered to critically examine
cultures and question how far we can make moral
judgements about the past, while understanding how
the world they live in came to be.
Our planning is informed by an understanding of how
children learn to ensure that every student can both
understand and retain knowledge. Everyone is
planned for so that all students acquire the
knowledge, critical understanding and language
needed to express themselves in both their speech
and writing.
All students are encouraged to recognise that they are
individuals capable of influencing the world around
them. We value their experiences and support them
to find similarities and differences in human stories
and experiences and analyse the tension between the
universal and the particular. Students leave us with an
appreciation for the distinctiveness of all times, places
and cultures and an understanding of their place in
History.

HISTORY
Learning Journey

MATHEMATICS
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

In both KS3 and KS4, students have full access to the
national curriculum. At KS4 students will follow either
a foundation or higher tier pathway.
The curriculum supports students to:
• Develop fluency in mathematics through varied
practice.
• Reason mathematically through conjecturing
relationships and generalisations, and developing
arguments, justifications or proof using
mathematical language.
Solve problems by applying their mathematical
knowledge to routine and non-routine problems.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

All students are exposed to the full national
curriculum across both key stages which supports our
commitment to an ambitious education for all.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

All students grow in their love of mathematics.
Developing well-rounded and confident students who
can apply mathematics skills to real life contexts,
supporting pupils equally in their emotional, social and
cognitive wellbeing.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

The mathematics curriculum provides scaffolding and
differentiated opportunities for all students to access
their learning no matter what their ability. And we
strive to promote a love of learning in mathematics.
Students who grasp concepts are challenged through
the use of mathematics rich problems that encourage
the development of mathematical thinking and
interleaving challenges.
The mathematics curriculum consolidates students’
mathematical ability from KS2 and extends their
understanding across 5 years. As students progress
into KS4 there is a common language about the
opportunities to access the mathematics curriculum
further at Post 16 and identify where the foundational
skills of mathematics could be applied to real life
contexts.

MATHEMATICS
Learning Journey

MEDIA STUDIES
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student studies a range of media products
across multiple platforms, including texts from
different historical periods, in depth. By studying both
established and evolving media forms, every student
will have a clear awareness and understanding of the
significant role of the media in contemporary society
and culture.
Every student gains a robust knowledge and deepened
understanding of media audiences, language,
representation and institutions, enabling them to read
the media rich world in which we live. They use a
strong theoretical framework to underpin their
analyses, judgements and designs.
Every student confidently discusses how our
perceptions of the world are shaped through the
representations and meanings of media texts. They
learn to question a text in more depth and to
challenge its messages as an active audience while
also carefully shaping their messages in their own
media products.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student will be supported in accessing the full
range of texts studied and the underpinning
theoretical framework. Every student will be planned
for to enable them to have autonomy over their
creative decisions.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student explores products familiar to them,
through genre, platform or widely recognised mass
media texts. Each student draws on their own
opinions and experiences of the media in analysis and
for their own creative work.

MEDIA STUDIES
Learning Journey

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

The Personal Development curriculum has been
thoughtfully created to ensure students flourish in a
safe school environment. We have met the statutory
guidance for RSE, Citizenship and CEIAG as well as
providing opportunities for use of the local PHE data
to meet the needs of our students. The combination
enables students to develop socially, emotionally,
culturally, physically, spiritually and eventually having
fulfilling lives and careers.
Students know more about themselves and others;
becoming socially literate and emotionally aware and
understanding how they are developing, who they are
becoming and how to fulfil their potential. With this
clear sense of identity, students understand their
place in society and how to achieve their future life
ambitions.
Every student becomes confident, articulate citizens
who are able to effectively debate moral, social,
cultural and political issues. We also focus on the
fundamental British Values that underpin many other
curriculum areas. Crucially, students have a keen
awareness of the socio-political landscape locally,
nationally and internationally understand the
importance of inclusivity, the beauty of diversity and
challenge themselves and others to be antidiscriminatory and to be inclusive of all.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for so that they can know,
understand, and talk openly and have their opinion
heard. and where a topic maybe sensitive to a
student’s personal life, teachers and students will be
informed in advance.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Students are empowered with knowledge about their
community, wider Britain and their own life choices to
be able to make informed decisions and be able to
make a fulfilling life pathway.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Learning Journey
For 2022-2023 only, Year 11 statutory Religious Education takes place within the Personal Development
curriculum.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Every student explores and experiences a range of
sports and physically demanding activities which
inspire and build the character essential for lifelong
participation. All students experience opportunitiesto
compete with oneself (strive for personal bests)and
compete with others.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student develops competence and confidence
when performing fundamental and complex
movement skills and techniques. Studentsare able
link key concepts, notably, principles of play, tactics
and strategies and can apply these in differing
situations to outwit/overcome opponents. Students
develop evaluative, analytical and problem-solving
skills (including interpersonal skillsto solve problems)
which enable them to refine, modify and improve
their, as well as others’ performances.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student develops an incremental mindset
and recognises the correlation between effort
(physical and mental exertion) and success.
Students embody the school values by
demonstrating sportsmanship, resilience, respect
and team spirit when participating in sport and
physical activity.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for so that they can know;
what, how and when to use a range of skills,
techniques and tactics in a range of different contexts.
All students develop motor competence and, as a
result, the motivation to embed healthy and active
lifestyle habits.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student recognises, and can articulate, the
benefits of physical activity. Students are confidentand
take ownership of their personal fitness and
development, drawing upon components of fitness,
nutrition, training methods and the principles of
training.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Learning Journey

SCIENCE
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

“Create scientists for the future and prepare students for a
variety of future careers.”
Our curriculum is aimed to inspire students to succeed in
science and want to go on to further education in a sciencebased career. We provide students with opportunities to
access a wide range of science topics both within and
beyond the national curriculum and link these with the
careers they could study in the future.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

We offer an aspirational curriculum which follows the
national curriculum but also offers additional knowledge
and skills outside of the national curriculum we feel
supports the students in further study or in understanding
key debates within the scientific community.
In the science curriculum we aim to ensure students are
prepared for lifelong learning in science and have the
necessary skills and knowledge to continue within the
science community
after leaving school. In order to achieve this, we ensure
students follow a broad and balanced curriculum which
embeds this.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

We aim to:
• create knowledgeable, scientifically and technologically
literate, problem solvers;
• foster a spirit of enquiry and nurture curiosity;
• bring current relevant and real-world science into the
classroom
• create educated citizens capable of comprehending
and analysing global scientific issues
• and, develop critical thinkers/problem
solvers/innovators and team players.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

The science curriculum provides scaffolding and
differentiated opportunities for every student to access
their learning no matter what their ability. Students who
grasp concepts are challenged and encouraged to develop
their scientific thinking with interleaving challenges.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Students leave us with the knowledge and skills to become
an expert in science, know and understand key concepts in
science and confidently use scientific language. They have
experience in a broad variety of scientific topics which
enable them to continue to develop skills further at a higher
standard and engage in scientific debate, thereby making
informed decisions.

SCIENCE
Learning Journey

SOCIOLOGY
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Studying Sociology enables students to understand the
world through the lens of a new academic discipline,
while building on knowledge, understanding and ways of
thinking that they developed in KS3 History, Geography
and Science.
Every student learns how different Sociologists have
interpreted and explained central features of society, as
well as gaining knowledge of recent societal trends. This
enables them to step back and view the world in which
they live with a critical, analytical eye, understanding that
society is something to be critically examined rather than
passively accepted.
In Sociology students develop a sophisticated
understanding of the similarities and differences between
cultures through understanding the interplay between
culture, norms and values. Through studying different
perspectives, students learn that there are many ways to
interpret the same phenomena and that these
interpretations emerge from a dialogue between
ideology and evidence. Students cultivate the ability to
articulate their views thoughtfully and to engage with
those of others constructively.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student is planned for so that they can know,
understand and evaluate Sociological approaches and
methods.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student experiences and contributes to the social
processes that we examine in Sociology. Their
experiences and understanding of them are the
foundation for their understanding of wider society and
the study of it.

SOCIOLOGY
Learning Journey

SPORTS STUDIES
Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum is broad
for every student.

Every student explores key areas of sport science,
including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness,
health, injury and performance; the science of training
and application of training principles, and psychology
in sport and sports performance.

Our curriculum is ambitious
for every student.

Every student is expected to embrace opportunities to
practise communication, problem solving, team
working, evaluation and analysis, performing under
pressure, and formulating written findings from
practical investigation.

Our curriculum is holistic
for every student.

Every student develops expertise that can be applied
to any sport or fitness activity. We embrace and
encourage students’ sporting and fitness interests,
while opening their eyes to sports and fitness activities
they may not otherwise consider or experience.

Our curriculum is inclusive
for every student.

Every student, whatever their background or needs,
has the potential to acquire powerful knowledge
about all aspects of sports studies, cultivating their
skills and – where relevant, but not required – honing
their pre-existing talent.

Our curriculum is relevant
for every student.

Every student can bring their own interest in sports
and fitness to bear as part of their learning. With
sport playing a big part in the life if Cinderford, the
Forest of Dean and Gloucestershire, students are well
prepared for further study and careers in sport, fitness
and leisure.

SPORTS STUDIES
Learning Journey

