September 2017
Parents, welcome to the September edition of Forest Matters. As you can see from the various articles a lot has
happened since the students came back on 5th September. The amount of money we have raised as a whole school
community for various charities is remarkable, thank you all for your generosity.
You may have noticed in the local press that as a school we have not yet published our examination results. This is
because even as I write some results could still be changed. I can tell you that whilst the headline figure of students
achieving a good pass in both English and Mathematics fell slightly compared to last year, the Progress 8 score for the
school has slightly improved. Progress 8 measures the progress students make from starting at the school. The results
achieved by our students was a testament to their hard work and commitment and to the dedication shown by our
staff.
Please can I ask all parents to sign up for the SIMs Parent APP (details on page 6), this is a really good way of ensuring
that you have up to date information on your child.
Paul Holroyd
Extreme Reading

Summer Reading Challenge

During the summer holidays staff and students were
challenged to take part in the Extreme Reading Competition, submitting photos of themselves reading in unusual
places.

In conjunction with the Cinderford
Library, students and parents were
invited to participate in the summer
reading challenge over the holidays.

Congratulations to the winner, Miss Bell and the runners
up, Mr Mott and Mr Holroyd.

Students visiting Cinderford Library
three times earned 50 house points
and if their parent visited the library
three times also, they earned 100
points.
Well done to all who completed it,
especially to Katelyn Workman and
Spike Lewis who won £10 each in the book review
competition.

Year 11 Exams
Year 11 students will be sitting Mock GCSE exams during
the week Mon 16th - Fri 20th October 2017 in English,
Maths, Science, French, History, Geography. Business and
Enterprise students will sit an official external examination
which will count towards their final GCSE grade.
Please encourage your child with their revision. Active
revision requires writing notes, mind maps, repetition
aloud, making up songs or poems, drawing diagrams and
tables, answering questions either verbally or written. If
any students need help with revision skills, please ask
them to speak with their Tutor.

September 2017
Open Evening and Welcome Wednesdays
The Forest High School opened its doors on Tuesday 26th September for our annual Open Evening. We welcomed
over 150 people into the school to take part in various activities in the classrooms and they had the opportunity to talk
with current students and teachers. Our caterers brought a mobile kitchen for parents and students to sample the
delicious free food and drinks.
We would like to thank our current students, past Head Boy and Head Girl, members of staff and our visitors for their
part in a very successful and enjoyable evening and for the wonderful feedback that we received from our guests.
Prospective parents have also been encouraged to visit the school during a Wednesday morning, between 9am and
10am. The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher have been available to show parents and Year 6 students a typical
morning at Forest High.
We have two remaining Welcome Wednesdays left on the 11th and 18th October 2017. If you know of someone who
hasn’t yet taken the opportunity to visit us, please do let them know about these dates, as we would love to show the
wider community our wonderful school.

September 2017
Race for Life

Christmas shoe box appeal

At the end of the summer term, we held a ‘Race for Life’
event. All students ran or walked a 5k course around the
school site and raised an amazing £1755.00 for Cancer
Research. Mrs Brain, Head of KS3 was ‘over the moon’
with the amount raised for such a great cause. Well done
everyone!

Forest High will once gain be working with Teams 4U
again this Christmas to fill shoe boxes and send them
to Romania and other countries to bring smiles to
children’s faces. Keith and Sandy from Teams 4U
delivered a presentation to the students and they
watched a short film of children opening their shoe
boxes last Christmas. Students will receive a leaflet
with all the information. Individual items, or fully
completed shoe boxes are both welcome.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Sydney-May Trust

On Friday 29th September we held a Macmillan Coffee
Morning for members of the local community, students and
staff. We raised £141.37— thank you to everyone for their
donations.

We held a non-uniform day back in April 2017 to
raise funds for the local Sydney-May Trust. We
were delighted to be able to purchase and hand
over two baby monitors to Jemma Roberts this
month.

September 2017
French Visit
On Saturday 16th September, fifty four students from across Year 8 to
Year 11, along with six members of staff departed on an educational visit
to Devres near Bolougne. They stayed at Moulin Aux Drapps which was
set in a lovely rural location on the site of an old watermill. Francois
provided a very immersive language experience for the students!
They had a full and exciting five day itinerary which included emotional
visits to Vimy Ridge to experience WW1 trenches and Etaples cemetery.
There was a day of fun at Bellewaerde theme park where we celebrated
James Monteith’s birthday. At the Nausicaa Sea Centre, they experienced
a wide variety of sea life and took some amazing photographs before
enjoying sand yachting on Bolougne’s sandy beach. The students also
visited a chocolate factory, a goat’s cheese farm and had the
opportunity to taste escargot at the snail farm. There were fun and
games on the beach at Le Touquet celebrating Finnley Thomas’ birthday.
They toured Bolougne’s ramparts and Basillica before having some
time to do some shopping.
The trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all and we would like to thank the
students for their excellent behaviour; they were a real credit to their
parents and our school.

September 2017
French Visit continued

September 2017
Introducing the New Parent App
We have invested in a new app to run alongside our
Student information system (SIMS). Parents will be able to
view their child’s attendance and behaviour records and
school reports. This app will also deliver message from the
school.
Parents will receive an e-mail from SIMS on Friday 6th
October with details of how to install the App. If you have not received an
e-mail over the weekend, please send an e-mail to simsapp@foresthigh.org.uk
with your child’s name and tutor group, your name and the e-mail address you
wish to use by Monday 9th October.
We have produced a guidance sheet on how to download the App and log-in for
the first time. To open this guidance, please click HERE to be re-directed to our
website page.

Skill Zone Project
The following group of Year 10 and 11 students (Milan Matthews, Sam Wilkinson, Kane Turner, Bradley Johnson, Kai
Dyer, Saffron Clarke, Chloe Sutton, Rebecca Johnson and Hollie Jackson) have been selected to take part in The Fired
Up Project. They attended a variety of workshops based at The Skill Zone, Gloucester and Cinderford Fire Station over
the course of three days (27th, 28th and 29thSeptember).
The purpose of the course is to develop team work, communication skills and self-esteem whilst developing a positive,
collaborative relationship with the fire, police and youth services. The project aims to provide a learning experience for
young people that will enable them to build positive relationships and support independent living.

Forest Rocks
Volunteers from Year 7 have been preparing Forest High School rocks for
hiding around Cinderford and The Forest of Dean—look out for them in the
near future.

Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries Our school website has the full calendar of events for the year - http://www.foresthigh.org.uk/events
Weds 8 November
Thurs 16 November
Friday 17 November
Weds 22 November
Weds 29 November
Thurs 30 November
Tues 5 December

Y8 Parents’ Evening 4pm—6.15pm
Y7 Settling in Evening 4pm—5.30pm
INSET day
Aspirations Evening 4pm— 6pm
Parent/Carer Forum 5.30pm –6.30pm
Scholastic Book Fair (half price books) in school for a week
Y11 Parents’ Evening 4pm—6.15pm

