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Looking Ahead  

 
Tonight is designed to be supportive and informative, meaning you can ask all the questions you need to help you make 

your choices. We will help students with their choices over the next three years. There are many adults who can help 

with this process including careers advisers. It is important to keep a balance in what is studied. Equally it is important 

to ensure that you 'keep doors open' now so that when you make further decisions at age 16, you have a full range of 

choices available.  

Some General Hints Before You Start!  

 
1. Do take note of all the advice that you will receive in the next few weeks  

2. Do be guided by your teachers. It makes sense to choose:  

a) The courses you are good at  

b) The courses you will enjoy   

c) The courses you may need in the future.   

DO NOT choose a course just because a friend is doing it or because you like the teacher (the teacher may not be the 
one you are expecting!) 

We have shaped our curriculum for success at the end of Year 11, and we work hard to evaluate each course on offer. 
Recent reform has led to the formation of two types of qualification available at the end of Year 11.  

These are:  

 GCSEs – now graded 9 to 1 with grade 9 being the highest. These linear qualifications are based on between 

60% and 100% assessment by written examination. All the written exams are taken at the end of the course.  

 Technical Awards – graded pass, merit or distinction. These qualifications consist of approximately 25% external 

assessment with the remainder set as tasks completed in school. These include BTEC and OCR National 
qualifications.  

It is important that students consider the type of assessment when choosing a course. Many traditional GCSEs are now 

100% written exam and for some students these do not always lead to the success we aspire to. It is better that 

students choose courses giving a mixture of assessment formats. We have, in some instances, chosen to offer a 

technical award qualification for a subject area instead of a GCSE. We know this  will offer a better chance of success for 

students at all ability levels. We also know that both technical awards and GCSEs offer the same opportunities for 

progression onto Post 16 courses.  

It is important for some of our students to have the opportunity to take a language and a humanities (Geography and/or 

History) subject at GCSE (The English Baccalaureate). This is because higher education establishments and increasingly 

employers look for a broader, more academic core of subjects. Achievement of the English Baccalaureate is a reflection 

of this academic core of subjects which comprises English, mathematics, two sciences, a language and a humanities 
subject. 

We appreciate this is an important decision for our Year 8 students, please look at all the information available and 
most importantly ASK QUESTIONS.   

The options stated will only run if there are a viable number of students choosing to study that option.  
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Why move to a three year key stage four? 
 The decision to move to a three year Key Stage 4 programme is not something that we have taken 

lightly, and we have consulted widely 

 A number of schools across the country have already made the transition to this model, and feedback 
from them and their students is very positive 

 Those schools have reported that: 

 student progress and engagement has improved 

 staff feel that this change has allowed them more time to cover the GCSE syllabus content, and 
to prepare the students for exams more rigorously 

 

Benefits of a three year GCSE course: 
 Additional time to complete course content and explore the subject more fully – not just teaching to the 

test 

 Prepare for exams more thoroughly with guided revision 

 Time for extra-curricular opportunities 

 Opportunity to explore higher level content – which prepares students better for 6th form or college 
courses 

 Meets the needs of all learners 

 Removes some of the pressure earlier; students feel better prepared; calmer for exams 

 Gives us flexibility within the curriculum to run year group activities - such as visiting speakers, 
workshops, masterclasses etc… with less impact on other subjects  

 Gives Year 8 a focus and drive; stimulates engagement 

 Students that choose to follow a practical course will benefit greatly from increased time in Year 9 

 Time in Year 9 to reinforce key foundation concepts, which will be built upon as a solid foundation for 
studies in Year 10 and 11 

 Increased time in GCSE academic study will help us to raise student aspiration, and help them pursue 
their next step 

 Three years will allow for key activities to be spread through the Key Stage more appropriately for each 
course. eg: Field trips or expeditions can be spread out appropriately 
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What will I be studying during the next three years? 

Core: 
All students will undertake the following core curriculum at KS4. Details about each qualification can be found in this 
booklet. 

- English Literature GCSE  

- English Language GCSE  

- Maths GCSE  

- Double Award Science GCSE  

- RE GCSE  

- PE BTEC 
- PSHE (not a qualification; compulsory) 

 

Options: 
Students are required to choose from the qualifications below; they will study one from each colour block.  
Details about each qualification are included in this booklet.  

 

What do I need to know? 
The curriculum has been designed to enable each student to achieve an ‘Attainment 8’ score.  This is calculated by 

adding the total points achieved and then dividing by 10.  The visual below demonstrates how ‘ Progress 8’ is 

constructed; we have to ensure a minimum of 8 eligible qualifications are taken, fulfilling the needs of the appropriate 
‘pots’.  Regardless of the number of qualifications achieved, only 8 can be used.    

These are the new government measures which inform and compare the progress made by students from KS2.   The 

curriculum offer also provides the opportunity for the English Baccalaureate (‘EBacc’).  This is not a qualification, but a 

measure for the school of how many students achieve grade 4+ in English, maths, two sciences, a humanity subject and 
a language. 

 

 

 

 

History   Geography  French  

Hospitality and Catering 
BTEC 

 

 Health and Social Care 
BTEC 

 

 Travel and Tourism 
BTEC 

 

Art   Computer Science 
 
 

 3D Design  
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Art and Design- GCSE      Eduqas 

Art and Design is concerned with the visual world and how perceptions of it can be 
interpreted.  The course is designed to enable students to explore, interpret and 
present observations, ideas and feelings through the skilled use of a wide range 
of media.  Students will build upon knowledge of different kinds of art, both 
European and more ethnically diverse to appraise critically the work of a 
range of significant artists, making constructive use of the approaches used by 
these artists in their own work. The course is designed to encompass four 
principal areas for critical, practical and theoretical study of art, craft and 
design. These emphasise the qualities of analytical understanding, practical 
experimentation, researching and individual expression required at GCSE 
level.     Graded from 9-1 
 

The assessment objective headings will be:  
 

AO1 Critical Understanding  
AO2 Creative Making 
AO3 Reflective Recording  
AO4 Personal Presentation.   
 

Component 1:   Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks - internally set, internally assessed and externally 
moderated.   This component comprises a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to be based on internally set themes 
and subject matter developed from personal and/or given starting points.  Work will be selected, evaluated and  
presented for assessment by the student. Evidence is required of how the student has met each of the assessment 
objectives.  
 

Component 2:   Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks The 
Externally Set Assignment will be set by Eduqas, assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated.  
 

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:    
 
Part 1: Preparatory study period - light control 
Responding to the externally set assignment, covering all the Assessment 
Objectives along with ‘My Creative Statement’ sheet. 
 
Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work - exam conditions 
The resolution of the student’s ideas from the preparatory work must be 
completed during the designated 10 hours of sustained focus work  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Course contact: Mrs Rivers 

Why Art and Design?  
An Art GCSE can lead to Career 
opportunities in: 
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Computer Science - GCSE      OCR 

What will I learn and why choose the subject? 

Technology is ubiquitous in our modern society. Everything from mobile phones, televisions, traffic lights, theme parks, 
agriculture to sport depends on technology. You need to be prepared for the digital world.  

The computing syllabus will give you an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and a look at what 
goes on 'behind the scenes'. As part of this, a large amount of the course will be spent learning computer programming. 
Through this study of computer programming, the course will help you develop critical thinking, analysis and prob lem 
solving skills. For many, it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other 
subjects, especially mathematics and other sciences, and even applied in day-to-day life. 

It is a fact that information technologies continue to have a growing importance. This means there will be a bigger 
demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. If you want to go on to higher study and employment in the 
field of computer science, you will find that this course provides a superb stepping stone. Students who have taken a 
Computing GCSE and who then progress to study the subject at A Level or university will have a sound underpinning 
knowledge of this area. 

How will I be assessed?  

The qualification is awarded from grade 9-1 

There are three units and each has its own assessment: 

 COMPUTER SYSTEMS - 90 minute written examination paper worth 40% of the 
qualification. 

 COMPUTATIONAL THINKING, ALGORITHMS AND PROGRAMMING - 90 minute 
written examination paper, worth 40% of the qualification. 

 PROGRAMMING PROJECT - Controlled assessment of approximately 20 hours, worth 20% of the qualification. 
 

What are the Entry Requirements? 

In order to deal with the complexities of the course, in particular the logic skills, you need to be competent in 
mathematics.  

Is there anything else I need to know? 

Computing Science is a tough and challenging subject. Within the first few lessons you will dive straight in to computer 
programming, which many find challenging but fascinating. The computing science qualification enables you to: 
 develop your understanding of current and emerging technologies, understanding of how they work and apply this 

knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts; 
 acquire and apply knowledge, some technical ski lls and an understanding of the use of algorithms in computer 

programs to solve problems using programming;  
 use your knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent and discerning users of IT, 

able to make informed decisions about its use, and aware of the implications of different technologies; 
 acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and 

understanding of IT in a range of contexts; and develop 
computer programs to solve problems. 

  

 

 

 

Course contact:  Mr Wilkinson 
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Three Dimensional Design - GCSE      Eduqas 

What will I learn?   
Three-dimensional design is defined as the design, prototyping and 
modelling or making of primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, 
and environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and practical skills. 
Students will build upon knowledge of different kinds of design, both 
European and more ethnically diverse, to appraise critically the work of a 
range of significant designers, making constructive use of these approaches 
in their own work.  
Three Dimensional Design offers the experience of areas of study including: 
Ceramics; Sculpture; Jewellery; Exhibition Design; Design for Television, 
Interior Design, Environmental/Garden Design, Architectural Design. This 
course is designed to encompass four principal areas for critical, practical 
and theoretical study of art, craft and design. These emphasise the qualities 
of analytical understanding, practical experimentation, researching and 
individual expression required at GCSE level.  
 

How will I be assessed?  
The assessment objective headings will be:    AO1 Critical Understanding,   AO2 Creative Making,  AO3 Reflective 
Recording and AO4 Personal Presentation.   
 

Component 1:   Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 marks - internally set, internally assessed and externally 
moderated.   This component comprises a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to be based on internally set themes 
and subject matter developed from personal and/or given starting points.  Work will be selected, evaluated and  
presented for assessment by the student. Evidence is required of how the student has met each of the assessment 
objectives.  
Component 2:   Externally Set Assignment 40% of qualification: 80 marks The Externally Set Assignment will be set by 
Eduqas, assessed by the teacher and externally moderated. It consists of two parts:     
 

Part 1: Preparatory study period - light control.  Responding to the externally set assignment, covering  all the 
Assessment Objectives along with ‘My Creative Statement’ sheet. 
Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work - exam conditions.  The resolution of the student’s ideas from the 
preparatory work must be completed during the designated 10 hours of sustained focus work.  
 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale.  
 

Why choose this subject? 
This course demands a considerable degree of personal involvement from candidates and should suit students with an 
interest in design skills and those who wish to widen their experience of the possibilities offered in a 3D design career.  
As the briefs are so open to interpretation, if a student has a particular interest such as Architecture Product Design or 
Sculpture, then this can be included in order to gain experience and a portfolio for further development in the future. 
The course widens students’ perceptual abilities and innovation skills, which are transferrable skills to a multitude of 
future careers. Mind mapping, investigating, experimenting and inventing are all skills which are practiced weekly to 
enhance the student in all areas of their future.  
 

Where can this qualification take me? 
With a GCSE in Three Dimensional Design you could study subjects such as Architecture, Product Design, Interior Design, 

Set design, Visual Merchandising, Textiles, Jewellery Design, Silversmithing, Fashion Design, Furniture Design, Set 

Design, and Graphics. You can use the course as a stepping stone, equipping you with skills to continue the subject with 

confidence at AS, A level, college and beyond. 

Course contact: Mrs Rivers 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjq6fawxcvYAhXDDcAKHRNhCv8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.loreto.ac.uk/courses/three-dimensional-design/&psig=AOvVaw0Rk-07kd3NGkb9_9jfRMiS&ust=1515609899152739
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjBs-6fxcvYAhUDBsAKHalrD-8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/sculpture-3d-design-sketchbooks&psig=AOvVaw0Rk-07kd3NGkb9_9jfRMiS&ust=1515609899152739
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ_Ir4xcvYAhXsDsAKHYQXDdsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/sculpture-3d-design-sketchbooks&psig=AOvVaw0BIYIs215tdCXNTv2FVGnd&ust=1515610134133663
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English Language and English Literature – GCSE 

Eduqas 

English Language  

Students will be assessed on 100% examination – one tier of entry. There are no coursework elements or Controlled 
Assessments. 
 
Students will sit two written examinations. 
Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing. In this paper students will be asked to analyse and evaluate an extract from a 
19th century work of fiction. This examination is worth 40% of the total qualification and is 1 hour 45 minutes long.  
Paper 2:  Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing. In this paper students will be asked to analyse and evaluate two 
thematically-linked 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts. This examination is worth 60% of the total qualification and 
is two hours long.  
 
Both papers will assess reading and writing skills. 
 
Spoken Language will be reported on as part of the qualification; however it will not form part of the final mark.  
 
 

English Literature 

Students will be assessed on 100% Examination – one tier of entry. There is no Coursework or Controlled Assessment. 
Students will sit two written examinations: 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and post-1914 Literature. This examination is worth 50% of the total qualification and is 1 hour 45 
minutes long. Students are required to analyse the language, structure and context of a Shakespeare play and a Post-
1914 play or novel. 
Paper 2:  19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789. This examination is worth 50% of the total qualification and is 2 
hours, 15 minutes long.  
Both papers are closed book examinations, which means that students are not permitted to bring their texts into the 
examination with them, so will need an excellent knowledge of plot, characters, settings and themes. They should also 
memorise key quotations from all texts. 
 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale 

 

Career Options 

For Post 16 study, students need to have attained at least a grade 
4 in English Language in order to enrol on Post 16 courses. 
Students studying these subjects will be equipped with the skills 
necessary to continue further study at Sixth Form/College in a 
wide range of subjects. Studying English will also enable all 
students to develop their communication skills, which will stand 
them in good stead for further study or employment in the work 
place.  
Careers could include journalism, law, media, education and PR. 

 

Course Contact: Ms Pitcher-Leigh 
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Theme 1: identity and culture: 
 
• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free-time activities 
• Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: local, national, international 
and global areas of interest: 
• Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 
• Social issues 
• Global issues 
• Travel and tourism 
 

Theme 3: current and future study 
and employment: 
• My studies 
• Life at school 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and ambitions 
• Travel and tourism 
 

French GCSE - AQA 

Why choose this subject? 
Modern Foreign Language students work in almost all areas.  For example: in the media, the legal sector, advertising, 
sales and marketing, recruitment, international aid and development, the Civil Service as well as in the travel and 
tourism sector, interpreting and translation. The new AQA GCSE French course offers an excellent progression from Key 
Stage 3 and encourages learners to develop a passion for language learning by studying up to date topics of interest to 
young people today.  
 
GCSE French focuses on the development of all four language skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing and also 
provides students with a firm grounding in grammar to prepare them for further study.   Through the practical use of 
French in authentic Speaking and Listening contexts students learn to communicate effectively in the target language.  
Upon completion of this course students should be able to talk about the mselves as well as matters which go beyond 
their immediate experience.  They should be able to express and justify their own opinions in speech and in writing, 
building on the fluency and spontaneity developed in Key Stage 3.   The skill of translation wil l also be developed. 
 
Learning a language at GCSE is highly regarded by universities and the study of one language at GCSE can facilitate and 
help promote the learning of other languages.  The qualification may also add to the student’s employability profi le.  
Students will be able to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding in the world of work.  They will develop 
transferable skills that support higher education study, the transition to employment and foreign travel, together with 
an understanding and appreciation of Francophone countries and their cultures.  In addition to being able to 
communicate in French GCSE students will develop:  resilience, problem solving skills, analytical and memorization 
techniques and attention to detail, communication and presentation skills, creativity,  empathy and an interest in the 
wider world.    
 

What will I learn?   
Students study the following themes, some of which will be familiar from Key Stage 3.  Linguistic and cognitive demands 
will increase at GCSE allowing students to make progress: 
 

 
 How will my learning be assessed? 
• Paper 1: Listening: Examination 25%:    Foundation (35 mins) / Higher (45mins) 
• Paper 2: Speaking: Examination 25%     Foundation (7-9 mins) / Higher (10-12 mins) 
• Paper 3: Reading: Examination 25%      Foundation (45 mins) / Higher (1 hour) 
• Paper 4: Writing: Examination 25%       Foundation (1 hour) / Higher (1 hour 15 mins) 

 

What grades can I achieve? 
Assessment takes place in all 4 skills at the end of Year 11. Students will be entered for either all Foundation tier exams 
(Grades 5-1) or all Higher tier exams (Grades 9-4).   
 

 

 

Course Contact: Mrs Temperton 
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Geography GCSE - Edexcel (B)  
What will I learn? 

This qualification is made up a combination of global, UK and environmental issues; explored in a relevant m anner. The 

fieldwork environments are aligned with the core content of the course so that the experience of fieldwork can 

reinforce and enlighten learning in the classroom and learning in the classroom can underpin learning in the field. 

Students are encouraged to apply their knowledge and understanding to real -life 21st century UK challenges. 

Geographical skills are integrated throughout all parts of the course so that students use them in context.  

 

How will my learning be assessed? 

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues to include Hazardous Earth, 
Development Dynamics and Challenges of an urbanising world  

Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues to include Geology, Rivers, 

Coasts, Regeneration, Rural Issues and Geographical 

Investigations (human and physical fieldwork) 

Paper 3: Making Geographical Decisions to include People and 

the Biosphere, Forest Under Threats, Consuming Energy 
Resources and Making Geographical Decisions 

 

What grades can I achieve? 

This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale  

 

Where can this qualification take me? 

This qualification fully supports progression to A Level Geography.  Students can progress from this qualification to a 

number of other different qualifications at Level 3: Geology, Environmental Sciences and Travel and Tourism.  With this 

rounded qualification that helps students to understand the world around Geography GCSE is a fantastic basis for 

careers that involves the environment, planning or collecting and interpreting data. Popular careers for  people with 

geography qualifications include: town or transport planning, surveying, conservation, sustainability, waste and water 

management, environmental planning, tourism, and weather forecasting. The army, police, government, research 

organisations, law and business world also love the practical research skills that geographers develop.  

 

Why Geography? 

Geography is everything from the shoes we put on our feet, to the chocolate bar we enjoy.  GCSE Geography is engaging 

and relevant to today’s geographers – a qualification that enables you to explore the world, the challenges it faces and 
your own place in it. 

Course Contact: Miss Dashfield  
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Health and Social Care – BTEC Tech Award 

What will I learn? 
You will study:   

1. How we grow and develop throughout our lives  

2. How the Health and Social Care sector works and the care values that lie at the core of it   
3. Improving someone’s health and wellbeing  

 

How will my learning be assessed? 

Component 1: Internally assessed assignments 
Weighting: 30% of total course 

Component 2: Internally assessed assignments 

Weighting: 30% of total course 

Component 3: Externally assessed task, in which students create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for an 

individual, based on a brief. 
Weighting: 40% of total course 

 

What grades can I achieve?  

 
Successful completion of the course will be the equivalent of 
at 1 GCSE. The grading awarded for the BTEC Level Two First 
Award is: 

 

 Level 2 Pass – GCSE grade equivalent: 4/5 

 Level 2 Merit – GCSE grade equivalent: 5/6 

 Level 2 Distinction – GCSE grade equivalent: 7 

 Level 2 Distinction* – GCSE grade equivalent: 8/9 

 

Where can this qualification take me? 

 

The Health and Social Care profession offers a variety of 

rewarding careers working with adults and/or children in the 
community.  

This course will provide opportunities to enter employment 

in the health and social care sector, or to progress to further 

vocational qualifications such as a BTEC Level 3 or A levels 
(e.g. Sociology, Psychology, Biology) 

 

 

 

 
Course Contact: Mrs Brain  
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History – Edexcel GCSE 

What will I learn? 

You will study a course that tells the stories of periods of History that have shaped the world we live in today. Your 

thematic study will be Medicine in Britain, c.1250 – present.  Though the theme is medicine, this is not a narrow, 

technical unit.  Instead the theme of medicine acts as window into British society over a very broad sweep of time, 

including significant individuals and events as well as beliefs and attitudes and developments in technology. This will 

enable you to understand change and continuity across a long sweep of history, including the most significant 

characteristics of different ages from the medieval to modern periods.  Your historic environment study builds on the 

knowledge acquired in the thematic study and will be The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 

treatments and the trenches. This unit examines the relationship between a place and historical events and 

developments. Your British depth study will be Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88.  This unit allows you to really get to 

grips with the period in depth and includes the study of leisure and pastimes and exploration and voyages of discovery 

as well as the tense politics of the time.  Your modern depth study will be Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.  In this 

unit you will learn in detail about a period of History that consistently fascinates students.  Your period study will be 

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91.  In this unit you will learn the story of a period in which the human 
race came the closest it has ever come to destruction through nuclear war.   

 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment; written examination; 1 hour and 15 minutes; 30% of the quali fication 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study; written examination; 1 hour and 45 minutes; 40% of the qualification  

Paper 3: Modern depth study; written examination; 1 hour and 20 minutes; 30% of the qualification  

 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using the new GCSE 9-1 scale  

 

Where can this qualification take me? 

A qualification in History can take you into a very broad 

range of careers.  Employers will not be interested in the 

History that you have studied, but will be attracted by the skills you have developed while studying it.  People with 

History qualifications are able to deal with large amounts of information, making sense of it and generating well-

supported arguments.  They are able to express themselves clearly and persuasively in speech and in writing.  Studying 

History also develops your ability to empathise, understanding why others behave the way they do, which is invaluable 

in collaborative working environments. As a result, History graduates are well -represented in law, the media, politics, 

the civil service and business.  This Edexcel GCSE was designed alongside their A-level History course, ensuring a smooth 
transition to A-level should you wish to take your studies of History further.  

 

Why History? 

Take History so that you can understand the world you live in, know where you want it to go next and have the skills to 
take it there. 

 

Course Contact: Ms Hull  
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Hospitality and Catering - BTEC Level 1 / Level 2  

 

What will I learn and why choose the subject? 

The course has been designed to develop knowledge and understanding related to a range of topics including hygiene 
and safety, roles and responsibility of the EHO, food laws and regulations and food allergies and intolerances. You will 
also learn about the job roles in the hospitality and catering industry as well as the structure of the front and back of 
house in catering establishments.  
There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful 
hospitality and catering operations. In this qualification, you will also develop food preparation and cooking skills as well 
as transferable skills of problem-solving, organisation and time management, planning and communication.  
 
How will my learning be assessed? 
 
The course is split into two sections 
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry (40% of overall grade) 
External exam 
Duration: 90 minutes  
Number of marks: 90 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action (60% of overall grade) 
Internal Controlled assessment totalling 9 hours and production of a portfolio of work 
Visits will take place to hospitality establishments’ which will enhance your learning.  
 

What grades can I achieve? 

 
L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction* 
 

Where next? 

 
Successful completion of this qualification could lead to a number of possibilities. There are many local colleges that 
provide advanced qualifications in food, catering and hospitality e.g. apprenticeships and level 1 to 3 courses.  
You could progress into careers like a chef, dietetics, health and social care, food technologist, nursing, food production 
and manufacture, nutritionist, hospitality, food product development and child care.                  
 

Why choose this subject? 
 
The hospitality industry is one of the UK’s largest employers and can provide job roles locally or worldwide as a chef, 
hotel manager, food and beverage manager in organisations such as hotels, restaurants, cruise ships, resorts, bars, cafes 
and more, in fact the opportunities are endless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Contact: Mrs Roberts 
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Mathematics – AQA GCSE  

What will I learn? 

You will study the six main area of maths; 

 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability  

 Statistics 

You will build on what you already know in the subject, but looking into more 

detail and gaining a deeper understanding of how maths works. There will be 

an increasing emphasis on problem solving and trying to work things out with 

only limited information which will develop your thinking and questioning skills 
as well as your resilience and patience! 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Throughout the course, we will assess your learning through homework and regular testing. This will ensure that we can 

pick up early on any misconceptions you may have and give you the support needed to address them.  

The final assessment will be through 3x 90 minute exams, held in the summer of year 11. One of these exams will be a 

non-calculator exam and the other two will allow the use of calculators. The exams will each cover all aspects of the 
course. 

What grades can I achieve? 

You will be able to achieve grades 9 – 1, with 1 being the lowest and 9 the highest. Unlike other GCSEs, maths will retain 

two tiers of entry, so you will be entered for the higher tier or the foundation tier, depending on your ability. Higher tier  
covers grades 9 – 4 and foundation tier will cover grades 5 – 1. 

Where next? 
A pass at GCSE mathematics is essential in order to progress onto further study, so naturally forms the foundation for 
any future study or training.  

Studying maths will also greatly develop your problem solving, questioning and thinking 

skills as well as providing the necessary skills for any future study in science or even 
social sciences as statistics will play a great role in those subjects. 

 

 

 

Course Contact: Mrs Roberts 
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Religious Studies GCSE - Edexcel (B) Beliefs in Action 

What will I learn? 

This new qualifications will allow students to apply a wide range of concepts allowing them to confidently interpret, 

contextualise and analyse the expressions of religions and world views they encounter. Areas of study focus on t he key 

questions such as Ethics, Philosophy, Peace and Conflict which include topics such as marriage and the family, crime and 

punishment, and matters of life and death. Students will develop an appreciation of religious thought and its 

contribution to individuals, communities and societies. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of two 

religions enabling them to understand and articulate their own and others’ beliefs, values and commitments. Students 

will develop analytical and critical thinking skills to enable them to present a wide range of well -informed and 

reasonable arguments, aiding in progression to AS and A level study. The exam papers have been designed with a 
straightforward structure and consistent use of command words in questions to make them accessible to all students.  

 

How will my learning be assessed? 
Paper 1 (The Christian Paper): Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics: Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of 

the qualification 

Paper 2: (The Muslim Paper) Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict: Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
50% of the qualification 

 

What grades can I achieve? 
This qualification is graded using a 9-1 scale.  

 

Where can this qualification take me? 
A qualification in RE is good for any job involving people: 

from social work, teaching and police work, to jobs such 

an electrician and even a builder. It will help you to 

understand different people and how to be respectful of 

others’ beliefs and values. It will help you to become a 

responsible citizen in your local community. It can also lead to A Level choices such as Philosophy and Ethics, Sociology, 
Psychology or an A Level in Religious Studies. You have a lot of career options.  

 

Why RE? 

Well, simply put, because the skills you can acquire can be applied to so many different types of careers. Take the skill of 

being able to understand different cultures and philosophical points of view. A skill such as this has many career 

applications. It can be applied to careers such as Community Services Director, where it’s important to be able speak to 

the specialized needs of a community with a culture that is different than your own. But that’s not the only skill you’ll 

acquire. You’ll gain an entire portfolio of skills that can be applied to a wide variety of careers in religion, as well as 

careers not concerning religion at all. In fact, only a relatively small number of religious studies graduates utilize their 
education for religion-based careers such as a Pastor.  

 

Course Contact: Ms Cooper 
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Science – AQA GCSE    
We believe that science has something to offer every student. That’s why we are passionate at delivering the best 
course for your child, with practical work built in and opportunities to develop 
understanding; inspiring future careers.  
 

Grading:   Grades will be awarded on the 9-1 scale. Students will get two grades to show 

the double value of this GCSE. Both grades will be the same. E.g. 1-1 or 9-9. 
 

What will I learn?  
• Building blocks: from atoms to cells, behaviour and transport on the small scale. 
• Transport over larger distances: systems in animals and plants and how these systems  interact. 
• Interactions with the environment: the effects of factors in the environment on organisms,  how our choices affect our 
health. 
• Explaining change: how organisms, species, living and non-living systems change over time. 
• Building blocks for understanding: organising, patterns, properties and analysis.  
• Interactions over small and large distances: strong and weak forces between atoms, molecules and larger structures 
and how they interact. 
• Movement and interactions: rates of change of motion and direction of large and small  objects, and chemical changes. 
• Guiding Spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future: resources of materials and energy. 

Assessments 
 Contents Time How it’s assessed Questions 

Paper 
1 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and 
response; and Bioenergetics. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier   

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 
open response 

Paper 
2 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, 
variation and evolution; and Ecology. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier 

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 
open response 

Paper 
3 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical 

changes; and Energy changes. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier 

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 
open response 

Paper 
4 

The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; 

Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using 
resources. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier 

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 

open response 

Paper 
5 

Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; 
and Atomic structure. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier 

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 

open response 

Paper 
6 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 
electromagnetism. 

1 hour 15 
minutes 

 Written exam: Foundation 

or Higher Tier 

 70 marks     16.7% of GCSE 

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 

open response 

Triple Science follows the same route as above, but the exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each allowing more depth of 

knowledge to be tested.  
 

What could you do with Science?  
 Interested in people and how the mind works? You could become a clinical psychologist.  
 Do you live for football? Then sports science could be the job for you.  
 Like the idea of designing and building structures? Perhaps you are an engineer? 
 If you want to be involved in combating diseases and treating people who are ill, how about a career in medicine? 
 Dentistry is a great choice if you want to put a smile on people’s faces? 
 Love music, but don’t fancy performing? Music technology is a very popular choice. 
 Are you obsessed by animals? Animal health is a great career choice for anyone who wants to improve their lives.  

Course Contact: Mrs Roberts 



18 | P a g e  
 

 

Sport - BTEC Level 2 First Award - EDEXCEL 

The BTEC Sport course is predominantly coursework based but will also feature an online assessment 
which is worth 25% of the final mark. Students will complete different assignments based on the work 
covered in lessons.  Throughout the course there are lots of opportunities to demonstrate practical ability; however 
students are not assessed against their performance skills. Practical lessons aid the students understanding of how to 
complete the coursework based tasks. 
 

What will I learn? 
Students will complete four  units over a three year period: 
They will learn about the various body systems used when exercising, along with the energy requirements for exercise; the 
ways in which we train and how the body adapts to training; how to plan, lead and evaluate activity sessions; experience 
the need for rules, regulations and scoring systems in sports, how sports are officiated and how well students can perform 
in those sports.   

 

Core units (All to be completed) 

Fitness for sport and exercise (30 Guided Learning Hours – GLH): Externally Assessed 

Practical sports (30 GLH): Internally Assessed 
 

Optional (2 optional units selected from the list below)  

The mind and sports performance (30 GLH): Internally Assessed 

The sports performer in action (30 GLH): Internally Assessed 

Training for personal fitness (30 GLH): Internally Assessed 

Leading sports activities (30 GLH): Internally Assessed 

 

What grades can I achieve?  
Successful completion of the course will be the equivalent of at least 1 x GCSE grade 9-4.  
The grading awarded for the BTEC Level Two First Award is:  

 

 Level 2 Pass – GCSE grade equivalent: 4/5 

 Level 2 Merit – GCSE grade equivalent: 5/6 

 Level 2 Distinction – GCSE grade equivalent: 7 

 Level 2 Distinction* – GCSE grade equivalent: 8/9 
 

 

Progression and career opportunities   
The course will provide opportunities to enter employment in the sport and 
active leisure sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 or a sports degree.  
 

 
 

 

 

  

Course Contact: Mr Hopkins 
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Travel and Tourism – BTEC Tech Award 
 

What will I learn? 

Travel and Tourism is a new qualification to The Forest High and we are excited to be able to offer it.  This 

qualification is equivalent to a GCSE. The qualification provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the 
world of travel and tourism.  It includes both UK and international tourism, and allows you to explore current 

issues affecting global travel and tourism organisations and destinations. It also includes topics such as destination 

management and relationships between organisations, as wel l as social and ethical responsibilities/sustainability.  

 

You will explore some of the key areas within the sector, including: the contribution of travel and tourism to the 

UK economy; tourism development; trends in travel and tourism; how organisations meet customer needs; the 

location and appeal of different types of travel and tourism destinations; and the impact of travel and tourism on 

the local community, environment and economy. You will also prepare a holiday plan to meet customer needs, 

understand the different factors that influence global travel and tourism, and learn how travel and tourism 

organisations and destinations respond to these factors. You will study:   

 

How will my learning be assessed? 

Component 1: Coursework   30% 

Component 2: Exam 40% 

Component 3: Coursework   30% 

 

 

 

What grades can I achieve?  

Successful completion of the course will be the equivalent of at 1 GCSE. The grading awarded for the BTEC Level 2 Tech 
Award is: 

 

 Level 2 Pass – GCSE grade equivalent: 4/5 

 Level 2 Merit – GCSE grade equivalent: 5/6 

 Level 2 Distinction – GCSE grade equivalent: 7 

 Level 2 Distinction* – GCSE grade equivalent: 8/9 

 

Where can this qualification take me? 

 

It is ideal for you if you are a considering a career in travel or tourism industries and would like to find out more 

about the importance of travel and tourism to the UK and world economies, and to build the skills and knowledge 

to progress to further learning. 

 

 
Course Contact: Miss Dashfield or Ms Wilkes  
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Useful information 
You will have noticed that there are new GCSE grades.  All GCSE Examinations are now graded on the new 9-1 
structure.   The chart below provides a comparison between the new and previous grading structures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD GRADING STRUCTURE NEW GRADING STRUCTURE 
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Some (metaphorical) Forest High School Student Examples... 

 

Sam 

With good GCSEs in English, 

Maths, Science, RE, Art, 

Computer Science and 

Travel and Tourism Sam 

went on to study a BTEC 

Level 3 Certificate in the 

Principles of Marketing at a local 6th Form College.  

Sam then secured an apprenticeship with a marketing company 

and has progressed to being a successful marketing manager. 

 

 

Morgan 

Leaving FHS with GCSEs in English, 

Maths, Science, PE BTEC, History, 

Computer Science and 3D Design, 

Morgan secured an apprenticeship 

with a major employer in 

Gloucestershire. Morgan is studying a Level 3 Engineering 

Qualification at Gloucestershire Engineering Training and will 

soon be applying for jobs as a mechanical engineer. 
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Jordan 

Jordan went for all the BTEC 

subjects: Hospitality and Catering; 

Health and Social Care; Travel and 

Tourism, as well as the core 

subjects English, Maths, Science 

and RE. This meant that Jordan could access the level 3 course at 

college and be a step above peers as many schools don’t offer 

these subjects. Jordan went for Hospitality and Catering level 3 at 

Glos Col and is now working as a chef in a top London restaurant.  

 

 

Charlie 

At The Forest High School Charlie 

studied GCSE English, Maths, Triple 

Science, RE and opted for History, 

Geography and French – a full suite 

of EBacc subjects.  

Charlie then went on to do ‘A’ levels in Maths, Law and French.  

After this Charlie studied Law at university and is now a lawyer.  
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What do I do now? 
Complete the attached options reply slip.  This must be returned to reception by the end of Monday 1st April 2019 

We emphasise that we attempt to accommodate all preferences and to run the courses published, however, these 
cannot be guaranteed due to the number of students’ choices and the constraints of the timetable.  

Your final allocation of subjects will be taken from your preferences and will take account of the order you place the 
subjects in. However, please be aware that you could be allocated any of the subjects that you have chosen. 
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The Forest High School 2018 Options reply form.  
Please return to Reception by Monday 1st April 2019 

 

Name  
 

Tutor Group  
 

Signed 
Parent/Carer 

 
 

Date  

What are you 
career plans when 
you have finished 
school? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

In the table below please provide your preferred choice in each column: 

1 is your first choice 

     2 is your second choice 

3 is your final choice 

History   Geography  French  

Hospitality and 
Catering BTEC 

 Health and Social Care 
BTEC 

 
 

 Travel and Tourism 
BTEC 

 

Art   Computer Science 
 

 
 

 3D Design  

Checklist: 

Forms will not be accepted unless every box is ticked    
I have a number in every box above.  

My parent/carer has signed their box.  
I have answered the question about future carer plans.  

I know I have to give the form to reception by Monday 1st April  

I know that I am not guaranteed the subjects I have asked for  

I know that I will study English GCSE, Maths GCSE, Science GCSE, 
RE GCSE, PE BTEC and PSHE as well as my options.  

 

 


