Year 9 Option Block September 2021
Over the next few pages are details of the three option subjects for current year 8 students.
You will study one of these subjects starting September 2021 until the end of year 11.

You should read them very carefully and try to understand exactly what the subject is about
and how you will be assessed. The details of the course contacts are also on these pages so
feel free to get in touch if you have any further questions.
 GCSE Sociology – pages 2-3
 BTEC Creative Media Production – pages 4-5
 BTEC Sport – pages 6-7

You will need to put them in order – 1 being your favourite and 3 being your least favourite.
We cannot guarantee that anyone will get their first choice.
It is really important that you have discussed these option choices with your parents/carers.

First choice (your favourite)
Second choice
Third choice (your least
favourite)

You will need to email Ms Cooper (deputy head) with your choices, on or before July 1st.
Please make sure that you include your full name and house in your email please
and put ‘Year 9 Options’ in the subject field.
marie.cooper@foresthigh.org.uk
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GCSE: Sociology
What will I learn?
Students develop a wide range of knowledge and understanding about society and how sociologists study and
understand its structures, processes and issues. Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to students’ lives. This
specification encourages students to take a questioning approach to evidence and issues, thus developing their
critical, evaluative skills. This specification has been developed to enable a smooth progression to further Sociology,
so students who do this GCSE Sociology specification will be well prepared when moving on to A Level Sociology.
By studying sociology, students will develop transferable skills including how to: • investigate facts and make
deductions • develop opinions and new ideas on social issues • analyse and better understand the social world.

How will my learning be assessed?

What grades can I achieve?
This qualification is graded using the 9-1
GCSE scale.
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Where can this qualification take me?
This specification has been developed to enable a smooth progression to A Level Sociology. The traditional
occupation for sociology graduates has been social work or some other form of public sector welfare work such as
the probation service. However in practice, sociology graduates go into a much wider range of jobs. In industry, for
instance, human resource management (or personnel as it used to be called) is one application close to welfare but
additionally aspects of marketing draw upon sociological skills. Virtually all sociology courses include methods of
social research and these can have an enlightening effect upon market research. Some of the large retail firms, from
Laura Ashley through Marks and Spencer to Tesco, recognise that their chief concern is people and consequently
have taken sociology graduates into their management training schemes. In fact the range has tended to broaden in
both the public and private sectors. For example, in recent returns graduate entry into the police force is a
noticeable addition to the former and journalism to the latter. Many sociology graduates go into teaching. This
embraces school teaching, further education and the option to remain in higher education. Prospective school
teachers and teachers in further education go on after graduation to take a postgraduate certificate in education and
there are specialist courses for each sector, i.e. primary, secondary and tertiary and also teaching for special needs.

Why Sociology?
It gives you a unique selling point; very few young people after leaving school at 16 will have this qualification as it’s
usually only offered at sixth form. It makes you stand out!
Course Contact: Ms Marie Cooper
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BTEC Creative Media Production
What will I learn?
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in
a practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance,
which cover the:
 development of key skills that prove your aptitude in creative media production such
as investigating and developing ideas through pre-production, production and postproduction of media products
 process that underpins effective ways of working in creative media production, such
as responding to briefs and feedback, planning and generating ideas
 attitudes that are considered most important in creative media production, including
personal management and communication
 knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector
such as production processes and techniques. This course complements the learning
in GCSE qualifications, such as Design and Technology, Art and Design, and Computer
Science, by broadening the application of ‘design and make’ tasks, working with a
media brief, and understanding and engaging different audiences through making
compelling media products.
How will my learning be assessed?

Internal assessment Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment
(coursework). This style of assessment promotes deep learning through ensuring the
connection between knowledge and practice. The components focus on:
 the development of core knowledge and understanding, including the range of
different types of media products, production processes and techniques
 the development and application of skills such as research skills and stylistic and
technical skills
 reflective practice through the refinement of learners’ own media products that
allows them to respond to feedback and identify areas for improvement.
External synoptic assessment Component 3: Create a Media Product in Response to a Brief.
The design of this external assessment ensures that there is sufficient stretch and challenge,
enabling the assessment of knowledge and understanding at the end of the learning period.
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The external assessment is based on a key task that requires learners to demonstrate that
they can identify and use effectively an appropriate selection of skills, techniques, concepts,
theories and knowledge from across the whole qualification in an integrated way. The
external assessment takes the form of a set task taken under supervised conditions.
Learners are permitted to resit the external assessment once during their programme by
taking a new assessment. The external assessment comprises 40 per cent of the total
qualification.
What grades can I achieve?
The qualification is graded over seven grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction, these
are equivalent to grades awarded at GCSE level. Learners must achieve all components at
Level 1 Pass or above in order to be awarded a qualification.
Where can this qualification take me?
Working in the creative media industry involves a wide range of practical processes, skills
and techniques – from broadcast media to increasingly interactive products and platforms.
As digital technology continues to evolve, media techniques have become more
sophisticated and media products are becoming more advanced. However, what has not
changed is that media products still have the power to enthral, intrigue and affect
audiences.
Study of this qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make more
informed choices for further learning, either generally or in this sector. Learners who
generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:
 A Levels as preparation for university in a range of subjects
 study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Media, which
prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher
education by studying a degree in the media sector.
Why choose Creative Media Production?
The creative media sector is a dynamic, growing and rewarding sector to work in, with new
opportunities arising continually. The UK’s creative industries as a whole are now worth
over £84 billion per year to the UK economy.
Course Contact: Mr Matt Singer
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BTEC: Sport
The BTEC Sport course is predominantly coursework based but will also feature an online assessment which
is worth 25% of the final mark. Students will complete different assignments based on the work covered in
lessons. Throughout the course there are lots of opportunities to demonstrate practical ability; however
students are not assessed against their performance skills. Practical lessons aid the students understanding
of how to complete the coursework based tasks.
What will I learn?
Students will complete 4 units over a two year period:
They will learn about the various body systems used when exercising, along with the energy requirements for
exercise; the ways in which we train and how the body adapts to training; how to plan, lead and evaluate an
individual training programme; experience the need for rules, regulations and scoring systems in sports, how
sports are officiated and how well students can perform in those sports.
Core units (All to be completed)
Fitness for sport and exercise (30 Guided Learning Hours – GLH): Externally
Assessed Practical sports (30 GLH): Internally Assessed
Training for personal fitness (30 GLH): Internally Assessed
Optional (1 optional unit selected from the list below)
The mind and sports performance (30 GLH): Internally
Assessed The sports performer in action (30 GLH):
Internally Assessed Leading sports activities (30 GLH):
Internally Assessed
Successful completion of the course will be the equivalent of at least 1 x GCSE
grade (9-4). The grading awarded for the BTEC Level Two First Award is:


Level 2 Pass – GCSE grade equivalent: 4



Level 2 Merit – GCSE grade equivalent: 5



Level 2 Distinction – GCSE grade equivalent: 6-7



Level 2 Distinction* – GCSE grade equivalent: 8-9

Is it the right course for me?
You should consider this course if:
• you have a genuine interest in all aspects of sport, sport science and the leisure industry; and
•

you may intend to pursue a career in this field.

•

you should be a well-organised individual who can manage coursework tasks well.

Progression and career opportunities
The course will provide opportunities to enter employment in the sport and active leisure sector or to
progress to vocational qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 or a sports degree.
Course Contact: Mr Mark Hopkins.
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